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1 Js us CurisT neither Circumciſion availeth any 
thing, nor Uncircumciſion ;| but Faith which worketh 
by Love. | Gal. v. 6. 

Seeft thou, how Faith wrought together auith his Works, * 

and by Works was Faith made perfect? Ja. ii. 22. 
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c HAPTE A. I. 
/ his Birth, Marriage, and general Way of Life. 


J $ 1. 08. R. de Renty deſcended from one of 
4 * * the moſt noble houfes of Artois, 
; He was the only ſon of Charles de- 
Renty, and was born in the year 
161r, at Beny in Low Normandy. 
WET here he was brought up till fix or ſeven years of 
ge, and then by his mother carried to Paris, where 
hc lived with her about two years, till he was put 
Into the college of Navarre; whence he was ſent 

o Cer; till at Seventeen he was removed to an 
Wcademy, or ſchool of genteel' exerciſes at Paris. 
le was ſoon accompliſh'd in all the exercifes there 
Wraught : But what then pleas'd him moſt was, the 
1 athematicks. For theſe he lighted all forts of 
Wd verfions, till he underſtood them perfectly, and 
compos'd ſome books therein. 

2. About this time a Stationer whom he uſed, 
preſented him with Kempis of the Imitation of Chriſt ; 
Wand ſome time after preſs'd him to read it, which 

he had no ſooner done, than he felt new thoughts 


A and 


3 „ | 
{ and affections, and reſolved ſeriouſly to purſue the 
| one thing needtul, the working out his falvation- 
| And ever after he ſo eſteem'd that book, that he al- 

ways carried it about him, and made uſe of it on all 

occaſions. | 

3. At the age of Twenty-two, he married Eliza- 
Beth de Balſac, daughter of the Count of Grawville, 
'— by whom he had five children, four of which (two 

tons and two daughters) ſurvived him, 

4. Having lived to the age of twenty-ſeven years, 
it pleaſed God to touch his heart more cloſely ; and 
this time he mark'd as the beginning of his entire 
change, and perfect conſecration to God's ſervice; 
In order whereto, he was well convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of a good guide; and God provided him one 
ſuch as his need required, a perſon of deep learn- 
ing, of great piety, and well- experienced in the di- 
rection of ſouls, who had the conduct of him for 
twelve years. By his advice he withdrew altogether 
from court, he renounced all viſits of pure compli- 
ment, and all unneceſſary employments, to give hun- 
ſelf up to thoſe which might glorify God, and help 
his neighbour, | | A 
F. Every day before dinner, and again in the 
evening, he made an exact ſearch into'his ſmalleſt 
faults, He communicated three or four times a 
week, having ever an incredible eſteem of the holy 
Euchariſt, bleſſing and praifing God for its inſtitu- 
tion, and exciting all men to do the ſame. He was 
uſed to ſay, ** That the great defign of God in the 
Incarnation, Lite, Death, and Reſurrection of his 
Son, was to convey unto us his Spirit, to be unto us 
Life eternal; and in order to cauſe us to die to our- 
ſelves, and live thereby, he gave him to us in this 
holy ſacrament, and with him all the bleſſings of 
grace to diſpoſe us for thoſe of glory.” | 
6. One day in a week he viſited the poor ſick peo- 
Rae the great hoſpital de Dieu: Another, thoſe of 

1s own pariſh: a third, the priſoners ; and in the 
reſt he uſed to meet at aſſemblies of piety. He 
aſſembled 
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the ( 5 ) „ 
tion. aſſembled his own family every evening to prayers, 
e al. and diſcourſed to them every Saturday on the goſpel 
n all for the next day. And of his children he took more 
eſpecial care, to engrave deeply in them the Fear of 
124- God, and to convince them that the cuſtoms and 
ville, maxims of the world were utterly irreconcilable to 
two the Goſpel of Chriſt. ; 

7. The order he kept in his journies was this:: 
ars, In the morning before ſetting out, they join'd in 
and prayer; after ſetting out, the firſt thing done was, 
tire the ſaying the Hinerarium; next was, the ſinging 
cet the Litanies of bur Lord; then follow'd ſome Medi- 
ne- tation, and after that a part of the Divine Office, 


one This being done he entertain'd the company with 
rn- ſome good diſcourſe. Beholding the ſpacious ex- 
di- tent of the country, he would ſpeak of the Immen? 
for fity of God. Upon the preſenting of any beautiful 
her object, he would diſcourſe of the beauty of God, and 
pli- in fo lively a manner as to touch the very heart. 
m- Approaching near the place where they were to dine, 
elp be began his ſelt-examinativn : And being come 
thither, as ſoon as out of his coach, he went to the 
the church, and next, if there were any in the place, 
eſt to the hoſpital, Being at his Inn, the firſt thing he- 
a did in his chamber was, to caſt himſelf on his knees, 


and to pray with great affection for all perſons that 
entered that place, and ſor pardon of all diſorders 
that had been there committed. If he ſaw any 
thing offenſive written on the walls or chimnies, he 
defaced it, and in the place wrote ſomething of in- 
ſtruction. And always before his departure he en- 
deavoured to give ſome good advice to the ſervants 
of the houſe, or to ſuch poor as he could meet with, 
that ſo he might nat paſs thro* any place without 
doing ſome good there. After dinner, when in his 
coach again, he took a little time for recollection, 
then ſung the Veßpers; which done, he wiſh'd the 
company to uſe ſome. uſeful converſation, About 
Four they ſung the Evening Pfalms : afterward he 
applied himſelf to mental prayer ; and being.come 
| | nh to 


CF 
to his Inn, his exerciſes were the ſame with thoſe Wt 
of the morning. in 

8. A fuller account of his general way of life he 
writ to his ſecond Director, as follows: 

I have delayed ſome days after the command 
I had, to ſet down the employing of my time, for 
the better diſcovering of ſome things therein ; but 
J find nothing there of ſtrict order, becauſe all con. 
fiſts in following the order of God, which cauſes in 
A manner continually different things, tho' all upon 
the ſame foundation. | 

For my outward behaviour, T uſually riſe at 
Five, (that is, after part of the night ſpent in 
prayer). At my awakening, I confider myſelf as 
nothing, before the majeſty of God, I unite me 
to his Son and Spirit. Being riſen, I caſt-myſelf 
down, and adore the blefling of the Incarnation, 
which gives us acceſs to God; and deliver up my- 
ſelf to the Holy Jzsvs, to be entered into his Spirit. 

«© Beingcloathed, I go into the chapel, where I 
caſt myſelf down, and adore God, bats me be- 
tore him, and making me the moſt little, moſt na- 
ked, moſt empty of myſelf that I can; and I hold 
me there by faith, having recourſe to his 8on and 
to his Holy Spirit, that whatſoever is his pleaſure 
may be done by me. 

+ Between Six and Seven I read two chapters of 
the New Teſtament bare headed and on my knees. 
I then give place to my affairs; but if there be no 
buſineſs urgent, I proftrate myſelf before God till 
I go to church. There I ſtay till half an hour paſt 
Eleven, except when we dine ſome poor people, 
then I return at Eleven, Before dinner I examine 
myſelf, and uſe ſome prayers for the Church, and 
tor the propagation of the Faith. I dine at Twelve, 
and in the while have ſomething read. Half an 
hour paſt Twelve I ſpend an hour with them that 
have buſineſs with me. Then I go out whither the 
order of God ſhatt direct. Some days are aflign'd 
tor cermain exerciſes ; others are not, But be it as 
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WE: will, 1 endeavour to fpend about evening an hour 
n devotion. About Even, after I have uſed fome 
prayers, we go to ſupper. After ſupper I inſtruct 
W my children. At Nine are Family Prayers, after 


nand which I meditate till Ten; and then going to my 
, for chamber, and recommending myfelt to my God, 
but after ſome ſhort prayers, I endeavour to repoſe, 

con. « As to the order of my interior, I have not (as 


I may ſay) any; for fince I left my Brewiaty all my 
forms have left me, and now inſtead of ſerving me 
as means to go to God, they would only be hin- 
drances. I bear in me ordinarily an experimental 
verity, and a plenitude of the preſence of the moſt - 
Holy Trinity, which elevates me to a ſimple view of 


me God, and with that I do all that his providence en- 
yielt joins me, not regarding any thing for their great - 
ion, neſs or littleneſs, but only the order of God, and 
my- the glory they may render him, 
irit. „% For the things done in community, I often 
rel | cannot reſt there: I perform indeed the exterior, 
be- | for the keeping of order ; but follow always my in- 
na- terior, becauſe when a man hath God, there is no 
hold need to ſearch for him elſewhere. And when he 


holds us in one manner, it is not for us to take 
hold of him in another, and the ſoul knows well 
what unites it, and what multiplies and directs it. 
For the interior thereof, I follow his attrac+ 
tive: and for the exterior I ſee the divine will, 
which I follow with the diſcernment of his Spirit; 
in all ſimplicity ; and ſo I poſſeſs by his grace, in 
all things, filence of ſpirit, a profound reverence, 
and ſolid peace. I communicate almoſt every day, 
perceiving myſelf ſtrongly drawn thereto. I conti- 
nually give myſelf up to God through Jeſus Chriſt, 


ve, worſnipping him in ſpirit and in truth, loving him 
an with all my heart, with all my foul, with all my 
hat mind, and with all my ftrength, and ſeeing in all 


things the conduct of God, and adorning and fol- 
lowing it. And this only abiding in my foul, all 
things elſe ate defaced and blotted out. I have no- 
TK A. 4 thing 
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= | _ of ſenſible in me, unleſs now and then ſome 
| tranſitory touches: but if any dare to ſay it, when 

I found my will, I find it ſo quick and flaming, that 
it would devour me, if the ſame Lord who animates 
E it (tho' unworthily) did not reſtrain it. I enter 
s into 2 heat and into fire, and even to my fingers 
8 ends, . feel that all within me ſpeaks for its God, 

bi and ſtretcheth itſe!f forth in length and breadth in 

b his immenſity, that it may there diſſolve and there 

\ loſe itſelf to glorify him.” | 


| ENAP I 
His Humility. 


1. CT. Aufin well obſerves, that poverty of ſpi- Ml 

rit is nothing elſe but humility : the truly 
humble knowing themſelves to be nothing of them- i 
ſelves but fin and miſery, to have nothing, as being 
at beſt but manifold receivers of the grace of God. 
to be able to do nothing, having no power of them- 
ſelves even to think a good thought, and to de- 
ſerve nothing but ſhame and contempt, but miſery 
and puniſhment. And they are willing, yea deſirous, 
that all others ſhould think of them as they do of 
themſelves. © \ 

2. M. de Renty being well convinced that this is 
the foundation of all virtue, and that it was the 
proper virtue of Jeſus Chriſt, whom he had propoſ- 
ed to himſelf as his pattern in all things, embraced 
it with his affection, gave himſelf up to it with all 
his force, and practiſed it in its utmoſt latitude. 

3. He had to low an opinion of himſelf, as it 
would be a difficult thing toexpreſs. The greatneſs 

of God, whenerer he conſidered it, humbled him 
to an immeaſurable depth; A mote, ſaid: he, in 
the ſun is very little, but I am far leſs in the pre- 
ſence of God, I am nothing.” But correcting 


himſelf, he added, Alas, I am too much; I am 
a 
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finner, an anathema, through my crimes.” To 
he ſame perſon he wrote, ** Methinks I break my- 
ſelf in pieces before God: That I am ſpoken of, that 
I have ſo much as a name, is a ſtrange: thing.” I 
have ſeen him very often (ſays one that knew him 
well) humble himſelf, as it were to the centre of 
the earth, while he ſpoke to me of God; ſaying, 
„ It was not for ſuch a one as him to ſpeak of him, 
but that he ought rather to contain himſelf in ſilence.“ 
4. This exceeding low opinion he had of him- 
T{c!/, made him more than once ſay, with tears in 
his eyes, That he was much aſtoniſhed at the 
goodneſs of men in. ſuffering of him, and that he 
Weould not enough wonder, why every where they 
Wthrew not dirt at him, and that all the creatures 
aid not bandy againſt him.” And he was perſuad- 
Ned, it was much boldneſs in him to ſpeak, and that 
nen ſhewed great patience in enduring his conver- 
lation. 


m- 
ing 5. Nor was there any thing which did not ſerve to 
d; ncreaſe his humility, He abaſed himſelf much in 


be conſideration of the weakneſs of our nature, of 


m- 3 . . - * 
de- rhich, as he expreſt it, Ir is important that a 
ry van have experience, that he may neither forget 


himſelf, nor the place he ought to hold: that no 
ech may glory in his fight; that being abaſed and 
endered as a thing that is not at all, Jeſus Chriſt 
ay be in him, the life of grace and holineſs, wait- 


he ng for the time of our redemption.” 
of- 6. But much was he humbled by the conſidera- 
ed on of his paſt fins: in one of his letters to his Di- 
all Nector, he writes thus; „My faults are as one 
 MEEreat heap, which I feel in myſelf, obſtructing the 
it Nieht from God. I am ſtrangely remifs and un- 
eſs aateful, I find much in mylelt to confound and 
im aumble me.” In another, I am ſenſible of my 
in ault, in mentioning, that I had placed a ſervant in 
e- Nach a family. I had a motion within me, not to 
ng ave ſpoken it; and yet it eſcaped from me: of 
* hich 1 am exceeding fenfible, I ſhould have 
A A 8 bee 


another, I uam as blind (or rather more) in ſecing 


dave a deep ſenſe of my miſery: and I can ſay, | 
lately, I mentioned the faults of a certain perſon to 


conſcience reproached me, that I might have done 


had always his hands clean without touching what 


( wo. ) 


| been more faithful to the Spirit of God.” And in 


my faults as in other things. Only in general, ] 


am not ignorant of my unworthineſs, and the de- 
plorable corruption fin hath wrought in me. But 


another that knew of them before, to make him un · 
derſtand that he was in a better condition. But my 


this without: and I confeſs I meddled too much in 
that affair. In ſum, I am a ſiraggler from God, 
and a ground over-run with thorns. 
7. He drew yet further matter of humiliation from 
his rank and condition, and the ſecular advantages 
which it gave him. He not only deſpiſed, but was 
aſhamed of them; often groaning before the majeſ- 
ty of God, and ſay ing, He was in the loweſt con- 
4 according to the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that he had great confuſion to fee himſelf in that 
eſtate.” Hence it was, that he ſolemnly renounc- WW 
ed his nobility, and gave it into the hands of our 
Lord ; that he did not love even for any one to call 
him Moxfieur, and that he wholly declined the title 
of Marquis, (which was proper to his houſe) and 
ſuffered only that of Baron of Remy. 
8. Even the gifts and graees of God made hin 
more humble; thus producing their true effect, 
which is, To abaſe _ elevate the ſoul both toge- 
ther, to raiſe it to God, and abaſe it to itſelf. In 
whatever good was done by him he aſſumed no 
ſhare at all, but referred all to God the true ſource, 
And ſo in the management of all thoſe talents, he 


appertained to God. Nor would he therefore that 
any ſhould confider him in what he ſaid or did, but 
regard God alone therein, And to one who much 
deſired a viſit from him, he wrote thus, „I cannot 
bear the account you make of my viſits and ſociety 
Let us look much upon God; let us bind * 

rictly 


( ww } 
fritly to Jefus Chriſt, that we may learn of him 
fully to renounce ourſelves. O, my God, when 
will it be that we ſhall eye ourſelygs no more, 
when we ſhall ſpeak no more of ourſelves, and 
when all vanity ſhall be deſtroyed !” , 

9. He likewiſe eſteemed himſelf moſt unworthy 
of any of the grace or favours of God. Of which 
he ſays to a friend, The gifts of God are ſome- 
times ſo great, that they put us beyond ourſelves, 
As among men, if a poor man receive a gift from a 
prince, according to the grandeur of his own power, 
he is utterly — = and can find no words to 
expreſs his acknowledgment: ſo God gives bleſſings 
| that go beyond our expectations or capacities, and 

which make us ſee how unworthy we are, without 
daring to lift up our eyes; ſo doth their bright- 
neſs dazzle, and their greatneſs aſtoniſh us.“ 

10. The ſame opinion which he had of himſelf, * 
he was willing, yea delirous that others likewiſe 
ſhould have of him. If I were to wiſh any thing, 
ſaid he, it ſhould be, to be much humbled, and to 
be treated as an off-ſcouring by men.” And hence 
he received contempt, when it came, not with a pa- 
tience only, but with joy: of which he gave an 
evident proof in his firſt journey to Dijon, whence 
he thus wrote to his director: 

„% The reports here ſpread concerning me, are 
That I have nothing but artifice and ſhews of devo- 
tion ; and that I kept private, out of fear by coming 
abroad, of diſcovering what I was. Mot, I find, 
even of thoſe from whom I expected quite the con · 
trary, have ſollicited againſt me. And hereby God 
hath ſhewn me many favours. I have been with 
them, and received humiliation with great joy. I 
have been very wary of opening myſelf in any thing 
that might recommend me to them. - I haye only 
done in my buſineſs what truth required; and for 
any thing elſe, have made it matter of confuſion, as. 
I ought. I ſhall be here, I believe as one excom-- 
municate, as the ſcape · goat of the old law, driven 
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fire only to love God, and condemn myſelf.” 
Since his entire dedication of himſelf to God, be 


mingled himſelf among mechanicks and mean perſom. 


' a Monaſtery, he prefled them to let him carry to his 


being told of the pains he took, he replied, “ Our 


62 


out into the wilderneſs for my enormous fins. I 


11. Nor was it only in his words, but in his act. 
ons alſo, that the humility of his heart appeared, 


would not ſuffer a cuſhion to be carried to church for 
him; but to be there hid and diſregarded, he often 


He kept himſelf always as much as he could at thei 
lower end of the church ; and frequently, if the door 
was ſhut, ſaid his prayers on the outfide of it, that 
he © might not; as he ſaid, put any to the trouble 
of opening it to a poor ſinner.” | 

12. During the war at Paris, he went himſelf to 
buy bread for the poor, and carried thro? the ſtreets 
as much as his ſtrength would permit. Art the ſame 
time offering tPtake into his care the church plate of 


lodging (which was two miles thence) and on foot a; WW 
he was, a very large and weighty piece. And being 
deſired that when he did them the favour to viſit Wl 
them again, he would come in his coach, by reaſon Wi 
of the diſtance; he anſwered, ** he did not love to 
make uſe of a coach, he muſt endeavour to make 
himſelf in every thing very little.“ He went there- 
fore thither on foot, and returned at five or fix, in the 
ſhorteſt days, ſometimes in thawing weather. And 


Lord took pains in a far other manner.” 

13. When he was affiſting with his own hand in 
the repairing of one of his houſes, he thus expreſſed 
himſelf : 

„ Bleſſed for ever be our great God, by Jeſus 
Chriſt! I believe I ought to labour in the loweſt em- 
ployments; and the time I ſpend therein, I count 
very dear, regarding it as ordered by God, What 
makes me the more to know it is bis order, is this; 
That from time to time I feel more of retribution 
from him in one inſtant, than the patience and humi. 
liation of a ſinner could merit in all his life. He ſo 


opens 


1 
opens himſelf to me, that I am quite mollified, and 
melted into tears. My eyes are ſo full of them, that 
often I have much ado to keep them m, pierced as I 
am with love, with reverence, and with acknow- 
ledgment of his goodneſs wanifeſted by his enlighten- 
ing preſence, and of his inexplicable conduct. I fee 
we are not, by a ſpirit of pride under pretence of the 
lory of God, to diſpenſe with ourſelves from labour- 
ing in things mean and painful. It was a work ver 
groſs and mean, for Jeſus Chriſt to converſe with 
men, who had more of rudeneſs than theſe ſtones I 
deal with. O that I may obtain a part in his obe- 
dience and ſubmiffion to the orders of God his 
Father.“ : 

14. Being one day to go to a perſon of great qua» 
lity, in a buſineſs that much concerned the glory of 
God, he would not uſe his coach, tho” he was to tra- 
verſe in a manner all Paris, and it poured down with 
rain, One moved, that at leaft his footman might 
carry a cloak, which he might take when he came 
thither. But he yielded not, Only he conſented to 
throw that cloak over him : and in the Nobleman's 
houſe, he laid aſide the wet cloak, and appeared in the 
other ordinary one of his own. 

15. Behold another effect of his humility, of 
which he writ to his Director, Dec. 20, 1646. | 
The other day my Lord Chancellor's Lady ſent 
me a packet of letters, in which were ſome from the 
king, wherein I was made counſellor of ſtate. I 
ſent her word, that I received what had the mark of 
the king with all reſpect. But I moſt humbly begged 
ſhe would be pleaſed to take in good part, if I did not 
accept thoſe letters hut deſired that the buſineſs might 
lleep without noiſe, | My diſpoſition towards affairs 
of this nature .is, to have nothing at all to do with 
them, If they come- upon me perforce, without my 
cking, our Lord will give me ſtrength to bear 
them,” | 


16. To the ſame perſon on another occaſion, he 
wrote as follows: 


* Walking 


- 


| ( 24 ) | 
&« Walking one day thro” the ſtreets of Paris, in 3 
mean dreſs, I deeply reflected on that of the apoſtle, 
We are become, as the filth and off-/couring of the world, 
I conſidered how much neatneſs and new things, even 
in the moſt trifling inſtances, do hurt (if one take not 
heed) the ſimplicity and lowlineſs of a chriſtian 
pirit. And I ſaw it was a great temptation for any, 
to think to preſerve his outward grandeur, in hopes 
thereby to have more weight and authority for the 
ſervice of God. This is a pretence, indeed, that the 
infirmity of moſt chriſtians makes uſe of in the begin- 
ning: but experience draws them at laſt to Jeſus 
Chriſt, who was made the loweſt of men.“ 

17. A further proof of his humility, was his cat- 
riage to his director. He did nothing that concerned 
himſelf, without his conduct: to him he propoſed 
whatever he deſigned, either by ſpeaking or writing, 
clearly and punctually deſiring “ his advice, his plea- 
ſure, and bleſſing upon it;“ and that with the utmoſt 
reſpe&t and ſubmiſſion : and without reply or diſ- 
puting, he ſimply and exactly followed his order. His 
director having written to him, he anſwered. in theſe 
terms; I beſeech you to believe, that altho' I am 
moſt imperfect and a great finner, yet if you do me 
the favour to ſend me a word of what you know to be 
neceſſary for me, I hope with God's help to profit 
thereby. I pant not after any thing but to find God 
and Jeſus Chriſt, in ſimplicity and truth. I pre- 
tend to nothing in this world but this; and beſide 


this I defire nothing.” : 


18. The laſt effect of his humility we ſhall mention, 
was his extreme contempt of the world, He deſpi- 


fed all which it could give or promiſe; all its goods, 


pleaſures, honours, diguities; counted all jts,allure- 
ments as dung and droſs, trampled under foot all its 
glories, He beheld for this end our Lord for his pat- 
tern, who, from his very firſt entrance into it, made 
an open profeſſion of an abſolute contempt of ity 
6 becauſe be was not of the world.” 


19. To animate a Lady with the ſame ſpirit, be 


wrote to her thus: I wonder how a thing fo little 
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as man, drawn out of nothing in his original, i 
with his firſt parent's ſin, and the addition of his 
when he is raiſed to fo high a degree of honour, 
to be one with Chrift the Son of God; can continue 
to eſteem the world, or make any account of its vani- 
ties! Shall the things of the earth waſte the little 
time we have to ſecure the treaſures of heaven ? 
things that all will paſs away like a dream: as we ſee 
our fathers are gone already, and there is no more 
remembrance of them : their joys and griefs, their 
pleaſures and pains, are they not all vaniſned away ? 
And are we not fure they were out of their ſenſes, if 
they conſidered any thing but God in their ways ? 
The fame will befall us: every thing elſe will pafs 
away, and God alone will abide.” 

The ſame lady, in another letter, he encourages 
thus: “ Courage, all is well! We muſt die to the 
world, and ſearch out the hindranees it brings to our 


of perfection. We muſt live in the world as not living 
if- - * 4 * 

f there; poſſeſs it, as not poſſeſſing it. Let us drive 
Fa out of our minds the affection to our fine houſes ; let 


us ruin the delights of 'our gardens; let us burn our 
groves; let us baniſh theſe vain images which we 
have of our children; approving in them what we 
_ in ourſelves, the ſhow and glitter of the 
world.” Ann 


od „ I know there is a difference of conditions, but all 
* ought to reject thoſe intailments on noble blood, 
ide (as men account them) thoſe principles of aſpiring to 
the higheſt, and of bearing nothing. Let us take from 
"my them this vanity of mind, this ftatetineſs of behaviour. 
pr Let us arm them againſt the pernicious examples of 
ds, thoſe Grandees in ſtory, whoſe puniſhments are as 
FF eminent in hell, as their. preſumption was upon earth. 
| Us My deſign is not, that you ſnouid demoliſh your 
10 walks, or let your gardens run into a wilderneſs, The 


ruins I ſpeak of muſt be made in our own minds, not 
executed on things inſenfible. When Ifay, we muſt 
ſet all on fire, my thoughts were, to follow that ad- 
mitable ſpirit of the apoſtle, who would that we have 
poverty 


Rs 
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poverty amidſt out riches, and diveſtment in the midſt 
of our poſſeſſions: He means, that our: ſpirit be tho. 
roughly purified. and ſeparated from all creatures; 
becauſe a chriſtian does himſelf great wrong, it he en- 
tertains in his heart any other inclinations than thoſe 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſaw all the world without de- 
ſtroy ing it, but withal without 2 * 

20. It is to bring us to this ſpMit, that God permits 
us to meet ſo many pains and troubles in the world; 
as when a man ſets thorns in à way, to make men 
take another. God has his ends, ſays Mr. De Rewy, 
in all theſe contrarieties, wiz, that thoſe who are his, 
ſhould be yet more his, and deſpiſe more and more all 
that is in the world. By theſe the confufion and va- 
nity of the world are made known to them that are 
not of it ; who being in the ſpirit of death, wait for 
nothing more there but death; bringing forth, in the 
mean while, the fruits of life eternal. 


CHAP; FT 
N gs Self Denial and Martification. 


1. A 8 it is abſolutely neceflary for every ſoldier of 
| Chriſt, who would not / fight, as one that 
Beateth the air, to keep the body under, and bring it into 
fubjcfion ; Mr. De Renty vigorouſly applied himſelf 
to this work. He made but one meal a- day for feve- 
ral years; till he was injoined to take more nourtſh- 
ment, to be the better able to undergo the great la- 
bours he undertook for his neighbour.- He never- 
theleſs eat but little, and always of the worſt. A per- 
ſon who obſerved him at dinner one day, took notice 
all he eat was ſome pears only, and that with ſo great 
ſeriouſneſs and recollection, that it was eaſy to diſcern 
his mind was on God, and not upon his meat. 
2. When one of his friends entertained him one 
day at Caen, he wis much grieved- (as he afterwards 


declared) that chriſtians ſhould be feaſters ; Ms 


1: was à torment to bim to be aubere there ꝛuas ſo much 
ſuper flutty. * Hereon his friends took no more thought 
about his diet, knowing his beſt entertainment was 
the meaneſt fare, and that they could not oblige him 
more than by leaving him to his liberty. And often 
at Paris, when he was ſo far from home, that he 
could not return to dinner, he would ſtep into a Ba- 
ker's ſhop, and after 3 piece of bread = a draught. 
of water, chearfully go on with his buſineſs. 

3. Nor did he deny himſelf only with regard to his 
tale, but to all his other Tenſes alſo. When he went 
into the country, and came in the evening to his inn, 
after having diſmiſſed his ſervants, he either paſſed the 
night in a chair, or lay down in his cloaths and 
boots, which was his cuſtom till death. And when at 
Amiens a Lady, in honour of his virtue and quality, 
had prepared him a rich bed in a ſtately chamber, he 
made no uſe of it, but laid him down upon a bench, 
and there ſlept till morning. &*; 

4. Being come to Pointers in Winter, and lod 138 
at the Carmelite Nuns, he told them not to make a 
fire, or prepare a bed. He then went to viſit the 
priſoners (which he never forgot) and at his-return, 
about Nine in the evening, finding them going to 
prayers, without taking any thing to eat, he went in- 
to the church with them, where he continued till 
eren. And indeed at every time and every place, 
mn every occaſion, . even in the-{lighteſt and meaneſt 
things, he kept a watchful eye over himſelf, that he 
might in no inſtance fulfil the defires of the fleſh, hut 
daily inure himſelf to endure bardſhi7x. 

5. A ſhort deſcription of his mortiſication, or dead- 
neſs to the world, we have in his own words. Since 
he time I gave up my liberty to God, I was. given to 
nderſtand, to what a ſtate the ſoul is brought, which 
capable of union with him, I ſaw my ſoul reduced 
ato a ſmall point, contracted and ſhrunk up to no- 
ung. At the ſame, time 1 beheld myſelf as encom- 
alſed with whatſoever the world loves, and as it were 
hand removing all this far from me, and plunging 
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it into the ocean. Firſt, I faw removed all outward 
things, kingdoms, great offices, ſtately buildings, rich 
and elegant furniture, gold and filver, - recreations, 
leaſures all which hinder the foul in her way to 
od, of which therefore it is his pleaſure ſhe be di. 
veſted, that ſhe may arrive at that death which will 
bring her into the poſſeſſion of real life. Secondly, 
all inward things, which are of a more delicate and 
precious nature, as learning, reaſon, ſtrength of me- 
mory, and underſtanding; to which likewiſe we are 
in a manner dead, if we are alive to God. And ! 
perceived that we muſt come like little infants, fim- 
ple and innocent, ſeparated not only from evil, but 
even from our ordinary manner of doing what i 
good. We are to undertake what things the divine 
rovidence preſents to us, by making our way by 
God to them, rather than by them to God. A truly 

mortified foul fees nothing but God: not fo much 
(if I may ſo ſpeak) as the things ſhe does, of which 
nothing ftays in her, neither choice, nor Joy, not 
ſorrow, for their greatneſs, or for their littleneſs, fo 
© good or bad ſucceſs ; but only the good pleaſure aui 
= _ © order of God, which ruleth in all things, and which 
1 | in all things contents the ſoul that adheres to him, 
if and not to the viciflitude of affairs, and is therefor 
' " eonftantly even, and always the fame in the midſts 
| all changes. Eh, 7 
| 6. As. to the particulars of Mr. De Renty's morti 
fcation, in the firſt place, he was dead to Tiches 
I acknowledge before God (fays he in a letter 
14 his director) his great mercy to me thro? his Son, in 


freeing me from the things of this world, and my 9 

conſtant thoughts are, that if his order did not oblige hit 

me to do otherwiſe, I would quit all that I have. en; 

And to another, . All that can be imagined in this 

world is of ſmall concern, tho? it were the lofing o 

all our goods. This poor ant-hill is not worth aſe gar 

rious thought. Had we but a little fafth and a fede 

LY love, how happy ſhould we eſteem ourfelves in g's 
5 ing away all, to attend on God only!“ ＋ 
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ard 7. Thus entirely, even in the poſſeſſion of riches, 
ich vas his heart diſengaged from them, And when the 
ns, better part of his eſtate was in danger of being loſt, 
to WS he fad, without the leaſt emotion, Since God 
. hath committed this eſtate to me, I will do what 
wil BY all behove me to preſerve it, and then tis all one to 
dy, ine what follows.“ Yea, he often expreſſed a kind 
aud Wi of holy envy toward the poor, and a high eſteem of 


their condition, both as moſt advantageous for 
chriſtian perſection, and becauſe Chriſt himſelf had 


1d 1 led and died therein.“ I avow to you, (ſays he 
fim-WW to a friend) the more of riches come to me, the 
bu more do I diſcover of the malignity affixed to them, 
at is My heart is ſtrongly inclined to follow Him who 
wine as the moſt poor and depreſſed among all his fol- 
uh bowers. But that I know F may not put myſelf in- 
truly eo that eſtate, I ſhould pant aſter it very much. 


What I infer from hence is this, That not knowing 
the counſels of God, I cannot tell how be will diſ- 
poſe of me for the future: but I offer myſelf up to 


s, for» batfoever ſhall pleaſe | Him, knowing that with 
e and im I can do all things ww 3 
hich 8. This his inward temper appeared in a thouſand 


dutward effects. He parted with ſeveral books, be- 
Wcauſe richly bound; uſed no gloves in any ſeaſon; 
rore no cloaths but plain and cloſe made : carried 
0 filver about him, but for works of charity. I 
ave ſeen him at firſt in his coach, with a page and 
ootman ; afterward, in his coach with a ſootman, 
ithout a page; then with his footman only, with - 
but his coach; and in fine, without eitber. 
9. And as he was dead to riches, and to all the 


oblige hings of the world, ſo he was, ſecondly, to the per- 
rave. ons in it; having no affeftion for any, but what 
n thi as grounded upon, and ſubordinate to the love o 
ing od. This was particularly obſervable, with re- 


pard to thoſe who ate engaged to him by one of 
he tendereſt ties, who depended upon him, and uſed 
P's counſel for the conduct of their ſouls... To one 
df theſe he wrote, 4 I cannat hear without trouble 

the 


the great matter you make of my converſation: lo. 


kind. Being one day aſked, . How he could be 


and that he no longer felt either Fear or Defire of any 


e 


us breathe after God, and learn from Jeſus Chrif 
an entire renunciation of our own affetions.” And 
in another letter thus: Jeſus Chriſt is ever the ble 
fame, and his grace is continually advancing ; ' ane 
as long as I am his, I fhall be yours for his ſake, cht. 
He is not wont to part ſouls by the ſeparation of 
bodies : fince his lf rb is, only to take away what den 
might be a hindrance to the perfect life of che Spirit? 

10. To a friend who had loſt his Director, he 
wrote thus: His remove would doubtleſs be 7 
great loſs to you and all the country, if rhe Provi- 
dence of God did not rather ſanctify and eſtabliſh, 
than deſtroy; but by removing theſe viſible ſup: 
ports, he often ſettles us more firmly in our adhet- 
ence to him thro* Chriſt, where we find all power, 
add who is ſo near that he is even in the midit of 
us; and when our dependence upon creatures is cit 
off by his Providence, we experimentally find, that 
we are not left deſtitute, but that ſupply is made 
either by the Spirit which dwelleth in us, or by his 
miniſters that remain, who the' fewer they are, the 
more is the grace we receive by them multiphed, 
Nor ſhould we be further engaged to thoſe whoa 
ſiſt us in our ſpiritual conduct, than as to God's in- 
ſtruments, whoſe help it is his will we ſhould inake 
uſe of, but no longer than he pleaſeth ; and when 
it is his will to take them from us by death, 0. 
otherwiſe, we ought not to loſe our courage, but 
with ſubmiſſion ti ratitude refign all to Him, who 
will again provide & us as ſeemeth him beſt. 

11. He was, Thirdly, dead to all Defire of ever 


ſo quiet in ſuch circumſtances, he anſwered, © That 
thro' God's mercy, he was indifferent to all thing 


thing.” And writing to his Director, he ay 
& For the future I could wiſh, if there be an} 
thing left for me to with, that I had nothing left me 
but my God: this is the rich treaſure of the hear 
the ſure repleniſhment of the ſoul.” 25 


12. He 
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want of ſenfible comfort, dryneſs, and other trou- 
bles of ſpirit, are to be borne with upon any terms, 


throwing ourſelves wholly upon God.” And again, 
% However dry your ſoul may be, when you en- 
deavour to place it in a ſtate of reverence and afh- 
ance in the preſence of God, perſevere till as much 
as you can, and keep yourſelf ſhut up in the cabinet 


without; be ſtill, and mind them not; they have 


Fe all their uſe; they ſerve to purge the ſoul, and diſ- 
ſop oſe it for the operation of God upon it. Let then 


iſtractions, and all forts of imaginations aſſault you, 
vs it pleaſeth God, but let them not hinder you 
from that holy exerciſe; diverting (as you are able) 
your mind from them, continue your ſacrifice, with 


al ull aſſurance you ſhall not wait long, before your 
ade Lord come.” And when he found himſelf for a 
y hi time, in ſuch a condition, he would cry out aloud, 
the lam thine, O God, in ſpite of all theſe things, 


and ſo I will continue without reſerve for ever.“ 
And ſometimes he would write with his finger upon 
he ground, ** I am content with every thing that 


1 roceeds from the will of God: I aſk nothing elſe 
ben but what he appoints for me; I will never trouble 
„ oP" y'E1f to procure conſolations, or to be freed from 


iryneſs ; my reſolution is to bleſs God at all times.” 

13. Laſtly, He was dead to his own will, whieh 
he had perfectly reſigned in conformity to the 
ill of God. Far be it from me,” ſaith he in one 
df his letters, „“ to act in this by my own ſpirit ; 
L would have it wholly- annthilated, that it might 
now no other language but Nothing, and continu- 


fan Ay Nothing; to follow in all the footſteps of the 
ſays Divine Will, according to its meaſure and manner.“ 
an another thus: „ My Saviour hath graciouſly 
& me rought me to ſuch a ſtate of indifferency for every 
eat 5 thing 


12. He had no deſire even of ſenſible Grace and 
conſolations; touching which, to one who eagerly 
defired them, he expreſs'd himſelf thus: „The 


and we muſt give up ourſelves as forlorn creatures, 


of your heart; ſuffer the noiſe of all thoſe tempeſts 
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- thing, chat I could be well contented, all my lie 
to be fixed to my bed, a paralytick, not able to fr, 

without making any reflection on any ſervice I might 
render to my neighbour, or that I could render hin 


20 more: all things, according to the will of God, ip: 


being equal to me.“ And in a third, . Of late] 


have been buſied in ſuch employments as were ſuf. WW 


ficient to have overwhelmed ſo weak a ſpirit u 
mine, had it not been abſolutely reſign'd to the will 
of God. It is on him alone I reſt, having renoun- 
ced myſelf. I adore the decrees of his facred will, 
who holdeth all Kg in his own hands, to keep 
us ſubje& unto him by his juſtice, and to ſanctify 

us by his love. Happy, if we have the hearts of 


children, the ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus, to figh after x 


him, and cry continually, Aba Pather. 


CHAP. IV. 


His Patience. 


1. VUeſtionleſs the humble man is patient, be- 
1 cauſe be knows he deſerves far more thun 
he ſuffers: and whoever will ſearch into the true 
cauſe: of his own impatience, will find it to be no 
other than pride. On the contrary, M. de Reny 
being moſt humble, was by conſequence moſt ps 
tient. F 

2. Perſons who had lived a very long time with 
him, and carefully ſtudied all his actions, never 
heard him complain for any thing whatever; nel 
ther for ſickneſs, or loſs, or any other occaſion; 
bur they always obſerved in him a conſtancy im- 
moveable, continually lifting up his heart to God, 
and offering alt to him, without otherwiſe dwelling 
on what was grievous; being glad that the work ol 
God went on, and receiving all in the ſpirit of fi 
crifice. | 
LT 3 1 
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3. In his ſecond journey to Dijon, with his las 


lee Countels of Charrery he was ſeied with a 
+ WSiolent rheumatiſm, which put him into pain all 
er his body: and when he was obliged to take his 
„ee, he went thither quite ſtooping, 1 by 

ic, and by a perſon that led him. But notwith- 


tanding the extremity of the pain, he made no com- 
aint, nor uttered one word, The ladies ſeeing him 
irſt quite pale and wan, and in a moment all on fire, 
old him, “ Surely he was very ill; He anſwered 
nly by a diſcourſe on the pain endured by Jeſus 
hriſt, and the favour it was for a: ſoul to ſuffer for 
od's will; but in terms ſo full of fweetneſs, and 
ith ſo much of love and zeal, that the compuny 
Pere affected with great devotion in hearing him.” 
W 1. When he was again aſked, whether he was 
Wot in much pain, he at length anſwered plainly, 
My pains are great, even to ſwooning ; but: tho” 
feel them in their extremity, yet, thro* the 
f God, I yield not myſelf up to them, but to him.“ 
e ſaid farther, that being led into his chapel of 
itry, and ſet down upon à bench by reaſon of his 
ness, the bench broke without any viſible cauſe, 
Ind that he believed the evil ſpirit had broken it, 
n order to provoke him to impatience, making him 
all untowardly : . But by the mercy of God, ſaid 
e, tho' tke pain that ſurprized me was fharpy I 
vas no more moved than you ſee me now. 
5. Nor was it only in ſickneſs, but in all oecur - 
ences of life, that he carefully practiſed this vir- 
ue; 2 that whatſoever befel him, tho it * 
is whole nature, his body, ſpirit, judgment, will, 
nclinations, de ſires, A. — thoſe of the beſt 
ort, he poſſeſſed his ſoul in patience and tranquility, 
eceiving all without any alteration, without being 
ither exalted or dejected by it. e 
6. „ Praying to God, ſays he, in one of his 
prayers, before the holy ſacrament, a poor man 
ame to me to beg an alms. In this inſtant it was 
ven me to e that if we were well in- 
lightened, 
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 Hightened,” ave fboxld newer imagine ourſelves to 1+ s 
hindered, by any perſon or thing : becauſe we ſhould Nee 
in all things regard the order of God, conducting all Wh ar 
to our advantage: we ſhould ſee that both inward de 
and outward diſtractions are to be received with the 
ſame ſpirit, and that the uneaſineſs theſe little acci- Mur 
dents give us, ſprings purely from our want of mor. ha 
tification. | i 
„We ought indeed, as far as we can, to ſhun the WE wi 
- occaſions. But when they come, we muſt look ce. 
upon them as ordered by God, and receive and the 
bear them with all ſweetneſs, humility and reve- Wc 
rence: and then, tho' they interrupt us, the order ga 
of God is not interrupted in us. And this indeed ade 
is the great ſecret of the ſpiritual life; this is para- 
diſe upon earth. | 
In truth, nothing troubles us but thro? our on 
fault: all the vexation which we inwardly feel, or 
outwardly ſhew, when any one croſſes or hinders us 
from doing any thing, flows from the diſorder of 
our too much engaged ſpirit, For the removing of 
which, and keeping our hearts in peace, we mull 
mark this well: cever hinders us from doing ont 
good wwork, thereby gives us the means of practiſing ano: 
tber. A man, ſuppoſe, interrupts your reading and 
prayer. But he gives you an occation of exerciſing 
patience, which at this time will pleaſe God, and 
perfect you, more than all thoſe other employ- 
ments. In them there was ſomething of your own 
will; but in this you wholly renounce yourſelt. 
And the fulneſs of God is not, but in the emptinels 
of the creature,” 1 
7. One great ſource of M. de Renty's patience was, 
the high eſteem he had of ſufferings, which ſome- 
times made him ready to cry out with that holy wo- 
man, „Either to die or to ſuffer !”? „ ] ſee, ſays 
he, that in a manner, every thing is unprofitable in 
this life but to ſuffer, Every pleaſure is a too haſty 
ſeizure of that recompence, which is not due to ei- 
minals, who ſojourn in this world only to be purged: 
- me 


1 


z Come pleafures indeed may be ſometimes ne- 
ud I ceffary, in regard of our weakneſs; but even they 
all Wire apt to hinder the foul from attaining fo high a 
ard degree of perfection.“ 

the 8. Though I dare not chuſe or bring ſufferings 
cci- Wl upon myſelf, (ſays he in a letter to his director) yet 
a0. having always before my eyes how little I render 
to God for his favours, I am inflamed to ſuffer 
with our Lord. In every other thing we are re- 
ceivers from God, But in this, thv* we receive 
the grace to ſuffer, yet the ſuffering is that which 
we can in a manner give to God, and is the beſt 
oage and proof of our love.” But he very wiſely 
adds, ** Altho* I know this, yet I ceaſe not to know 
what Jam: and amidſt all my inclinations and de- 
fires, I take care not to beg to ſuffer the leaſt thing: 
or, if J happen to do fo, I revoke it afterwards, 


, or i having done fooliſhly, I have too much expe- 
rs us ience of my weakneſs, I give myſelf only to my 
r of od for every thing he pleaſes. By his order I 


will all; with himT can do all: and that which is 
ordered by him is always accompanied by his 
? ve,” ' | 

9. The ſame ſpirit he earneſtly recommended to 
all who were ſtudious of, chriſtian perfection. To 
one of whom he faid, ** It is a great favour to ſuf- 


and er; that is, if you ſuffer in the ſpirit of Jeſus 
loy- hriſt, But there are very few that do ſo; very 
own WE that ſuffer with a perie& refignment to what 
ſelf. od ordains concerning them; very few without 


ome inquietude, and fear dwelling in their thoughts 
pon their preſſures : few that give up all events to 
he conduct of God, to employ themſelves entirely 
n his praiſe, and to give way by their acquieſcence 


me- 
wo- Ind ſubmiſſion for him to exerciſe all his rights and 
ſays wer over them.“ | 

le in 10. One that was in great pain he encouraged 
naſty bus: „ Many are called Chriſtians, but few have a 
\ Cf1- hriſtian ſpirit. Many look up to heaven in their 


layers, but in their lives they are children of na- 
of | ture 
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ture, looking only upon the earth. If they, do lif 
up their eyes to heaven, it is only to complain; to 


pray God to condeſcend to their deſires, not to ſhew 
their acceptance of his. Or perhaps they will give 
ſome fmall things to God: but not thoſe on which 


they have fixed their affection. If he ſeparates them 
from them, it is a diſmembering which he muf 
make, and to which they cannot conſent. As tho 
the life of chriſtians. were not a life of ſacrifice, a 
continual imitation-of a crucified Saviour. 

„% God, who knows our wretchedneſs, takes from 
us for our good, the cauſe of our evil, a parent, a 
child, a huſband, that he may by anather evil, Al. 


fiction, draw us to himſelf, and make us ſee that all 


theſe ties to whatſoever it be that ſeparates us from 
him are ſo. many obſtacles to our real happineſs; 


and ſuch obſtacles that we ſhall one day own in the 


face of all the creation, the greateſt mercy he ever 
did us was to free us from them. But we muſt be⸗ 
ware not to count this mercy a chance or misfat- 
tune; for this would be to turn the remedy into 
poiſon. | 

« Let vs enter into the holy diſpoſition which 
was in Chriſt, to ſuffer willingly for the glory of 
God, and our ſalvation. . Is it not ſtrange, that tho 
the way he paſt thro' to glory was ignominy, pain, 
and the croſs, yet they that call themſelves his fol 
lowers, defire and expect another way for themſelve 


to walk in? It is a ſhame for a chriſtian to paſs hu 


days more at eaſe than Jeſus Chriſt did, Let us 
therefore. go after him, and ſuffer with him. Bleſſed 
be ſickneſs, the loſs of honour, riches, goods; of the 


- neareſt. things, and the ſeparation from all creatures 
which hold us bowed towards the earth, if it ſet us 
ſtreight, and make us lift up our eyes to heaven, and 


enter into the deſigns of God over us. Bleſſed. be 


the plague, the war, the famine, all the ſcourgesot 


God, which produce in us theſe effects of Grace and 
ſalvation !” e 


11. The greateſt exerciſe of patience he ever had, 


was that which was given him by his mother; fie 


claimed 


D 3. | 
claimed a large ſhare of what bis father had be- 
queathed to him; who with great ſubmiſſion and 
reſpect gave her all that he believed her due, and 
over and above. But ſne demanded ſtill more, which 
(her ſon being adviſed by council) could not be 
given without wrong to his children, referred the 
whole bufineſs to arbitrators, and agreed that his 
mother ſhould. chooſe them all. The day being 
come for their giving ſentence, his mother was in 
one chamber of the houſe, and her ſon with his la- 
dy and a friend in another, where his employment 
was, to pray to God for ſuch an iſſue as might be 
for his glory, and the procurement of peace. When 
the award was brought, altho' it was not advanta- 
geous to him, and there was a large penalty on 
whomſoever did not ſtand to it, he heard it with per- 
lect calmneſs, and immediately ſigned it, without 
objection or diſpute. 1 50 

12. Believing now that his mother was fully ſatiſ- 
fied, he was no ſooner returned home, than he cauſ- 
ed Te Deum to be ſung, beginning it himſelf, in 
thankſgiving for this happy concluſion, But God, 
to refine' and purify him the more, permitted the 
croſs to continue upon him. For his mother, not 
fatisfied yet, found means to appeal from the award, 
without incurring the penalty. Her ſon did all that 
was poflible for him to alter her deſign: After ear- 
neſt prayer, and extraordinary faſting, he went to 
her, caſt himſelf on his knees before her, and with 
the utmoſt reverence, humility and ſubmiſſion, beg- 
ged of her over and over with abundance of tears, 
{© Thar ſhe would pleaſe to take him and his family 
to herſelf; and after that ſhe-might diſpoſe as ſhe 
pleaſed of all the s his father had [-ft him.” 
But neither would ſhe conſent to this, but perſiſted 
in her reſolution of ſuing him at the Parliament of 
Dijon. This he might have prevented, and never 
ſtirred out of Paris, but in reſpect to her, he declined 
it, and determined to go to Dijon. 7: 

13. Being come thither, be found all mens minds 
fully prejudiced againſt him, which he gladly en- 
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dured, that he might be partaker of the reproach, 
and honour the abaſement of the Son of God. And 
when a perſon of piety acquainted him with the 
ſtrange reports which were there ſpread abroad con- 
cerning him, he with admirable calmneſs raiſed his 
heart to God, and humbled himſelf before him, 
She alked, Whether it was true that injurious pa- 
pers had been put in againſt his mother? he anſwer- 
ed, No; he Rad feen all the writings, and found 
them drawn with the reſpect due to a parent.” She 
aſked further, „If he was not much. afflicted at her 
harſh manner of proceeding againſt him?“ He ſaid, 
© No; - becauſe I ſo much _—_— the order of God 
over me, that I cannot be afflited at that which he 
permits to befal me. I am a great ſinner, and there- 
tore not only my mother, but all the world have 
Juſt cauſe to take part againſt me.” 

14. She adds in a memorial, that many ways 
were propoſed for adjuſting the difference, but that 
it was the greateſt difficulty in the world to bring 


his mother to join in any: Thar in the midſt of 


theſe delays, ſhe ſaid to M. de Renty, Sir, I ſhall 
willingly ſay the Je Deum, when once your buſineſs 
is ended.” And that one day, when they believed it 
would be wholly concluded, he came to her with a 
chearful countenance, and ſaid, „It is now time to 
ſay the Te Deum, fince you had the goodneſs to pro- 
miſe it. And may I be ſo bold as to defire to ſay it 
with you? O what a great and wiſe God have we! 
who knows well how to do all things, as they ought 
and when they ought, not according to our precipl- 
tation, but his order, which is our ſanctification!“ 
Hereupon he ſaid the Te Deum, with a ſpirit ſo ele- 
vated to God, as gave ſufficient evidence of his be- 
ing wholly filled with Him. And when afterwards 
all was broken off, without hopes of making up 
again, he ſaid, „It is well: though nothing be 
done, it was very fit to return thanks to God, for 
doing his own will, and not that of a ſinner, unwor- 
thy to be heard or regarded,” 
15. There 
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15. There paſſed many other things at Dijon, and 
fince at Paris, during theſe differences, even to the 
death of his mother, But I doubt not, he who 1s 
now in the place of perfect charity, approves of my 
paſſing over in filence the failings of her 10 whom 
all his life he bore ſo much love and reſpect. 


CHAPTER V. 
His Faith, 


1. R. de Renty ſtudied with a particular care a 

1 ſolid foundation in this Virtue, knowing 
how all other virtues depend upon it, as oh their 
root, their rule and meaſure. And he poſſeſſed it 
in ſo high à degree, that he was more aſſured of the 
preſence of God, and the truth of the myſteries of 
Chriſtianity, than of the ſhining of the fun. He 
truly lived by Faith : This was the path wherein 


he walked, working all by 


the ſpirit thereof, He 


beheld things not with his bodily eyes, but with 


thoſe that pierced deeper. 


Conſidering them not 


according to their preſent condition, or the order of 
Nature; but according to their future and eternal, 
their relation to Grace and Glory; regarding no- 
thing but as it was, or might be a means of his own- 


or others ſalvation. 


2. Being fortified by this Faith, he was wont to 
ſay, he felt no difficulty at all, when (in his younger 
years) he was in a ſtate of dryneſs and deſertion, 
wholly deprived of ſenſible comforts. To which 
purpoſe he writes in one of his letters thus; „We 
ſeldom meet with perſons addicted to prayer, that 
behave themſelves well under inward deſertion. 
They have no patience to wait for comfort. The 
fret themſelves, and hurry this way and that, as If 
by their own means they could procure it, ſeeking 


ſhould ſuffice any ſpiritua 
| B 
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for another ſupport than that of Faith, which alone 


| man, For the Fuft ſhould 
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live 
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live by Faith, and on that foundation reſt, in expec- 
tation of our Savicur, with patience; knowin 
theſe ſenſible comforts are but ſupplements to the 
littleneſs, and cordials for the faintings of our faith.“ 


3. Animated by this ſpirit, he relied not on any 
thing that came to him in an extraordinary way; F 

reſting neither on viſions, miracles, revelations, nor 
inward motions, but ſolely on a pure and naked faith, h 
to carry him to God. ſt 
4. He knew our perfection conſiſts in nothing h 
elſe, but the renewal of our ſoul in faith, hope, and 8 


* charity : in performing to God the ſacrifices of a fl 
' « Iively faith, a perfect hope, and fervent charity. 
To cultivate and adorn his ſoul with theſe, was 
therefore his conſtant care; to unite it more and 
more intimately with God, thro* Faith working by 
love, and to give himſelf up with all his ſtrength 10 
this hidden and divine life. | | 
g. Some years before his death, he was ;peculi- 
arly employed in the contemplation of the Bleſſed 
Trinity, hereof he gave this account to his 
ſpiritual guide: I carry about with me ordinarily 
an experimental verity, and a plenitude of the pre- 
ſence of the Holy Trinity.” And again, I poſ- 
ſeſs the Sacred Trinity with a plenitude of truth and 
clearneſs ; and this in ſo pure and vigorous a man- 
ner, that my outward employment creates me no di- 
verſion at all.“ And another time he writ thus; 
„ Jzsvs Cunisr worketh the experience of his 
kingdom in my heart, and I find him there my Lord 
and my Maſter, and myſelt wholly his. I diſcover 
pow a greater enlargement of my heart, but ſuch as 
I am not able to expreſs: only thus, It is a fimple 
but moſt real ſight of the Trinity, continually ac- 
companied with praifing, blefling, and offering all 
_ homage thereto.” 
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CHAPTER VI 


Co 

ng 

5 His Hope. 

* 7. Strong Faith cannot but produce a firm Hope 

— and Charity. A true belief in God, what 

h he is in himſelf, and what he is to us, will work a 

7% ſtrong affianee in him, and ardent charity towards 

vg him; as appear'din M. de Renty, who being ground- 

ad ed in faith, bad alſo an undaunted hope, and in- 

f a flamed affections. | 

ty. 2. The experience of the power and mercy of 

* God, and faith in the infinite merits of our Redeem · 

nd er, were the two pillars on which. he built his Hope: 

by And reſting on theſe, he hoped all things, He uſed 
to ſay, that when he looked at himſelt, there was 


nothing ſo little wherein be apprehended not diffi- 


li. eulty, But when he looked upon God, he could 
ed think nothing difficult, much leſs impoſſible. 

z. Accordingly in all affairs, he relied not upon 
ily his own prudence, conduct, care, or any human 
re- ſtrength or wiſdom, but on God alone, ſaying, 
of. When we have done our duty with great dith- 
nd dence in ourſelves, we ought to attend wholly on 


God, and wait his time.” And thus he writ to a 


p"E ſriend. As for my children, I leave them in the 
1 hands of the holy Jeſus, without determining any 
his thing concerning them, not knowing what would 
cd befal to-morrow, He giveth me great confidence 


in his protection, which renders me altogether blind, 


75 without wiſhing any thing, but being ready for his: 
ple Willin every thing.” 


4. Guarded with this perfect confidence, he fear'd: 
nothing, but remained firm and reſolute againſt all 
encounters, He walked ſecurely in all places, at all 
times, in the ſtreets, in the fields, by day and by 
night; travelling through woods and foreſts, reput- 
ed dangerous, and frequented by robbers, . without 
any other defence than his truſt in God, A friend 
B 4. told 
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( 32 -) 
told him one day, he was afraid to walk in the even- 
ing in the ſtreets of Paris without a ſword, and de- 
fired his advice; who told him he had left off wear. 
ing a ſword a long time, and adviſed him, after he 
had commended the buſineſs to God. by prayer, to 
truſt in his protection; aſſuring himſelt, that his 
protection over us, is according to our reliance upon 
. | | 

5. One day a ſcaffold on which he ſtood with bis 
workmen fell down, and hurt ſeveral of them: But 
it moved not him; his ſpirit remained in the ſame 
evenneſs as if nothing had happened; being ſettled 
on. Him in whom is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow 
of turning. | | | 

6. Theſe words were found in one of his letters 
to his Director: My ſoul being armed with con- 
fidence and love, fears neither the Devil nor Hell, 
nor all the ſtratagems of man. Neither think I at 
all on heaven or earth, but only how to fulfil. the 
will of God in every thing.” 


F C H AP. VIE 
CY 
His love of G O D. 


1. FF*HE ſentiments Mr. de R-niy had of the love 

| of Cod, he thus expreſt in a letter to his 
Director; ** In all I read in the ſcripture, I neither 
underſtand nor find any thing but this love. The 
very end of the conmandment is lowe, out of a fimcere 
heart. And this is acquired by faith in Chrift Jeſus, 
as the apoitle obſerves in the. following words : 
Faith uniteth us to him, whereby we facrifice our 
fouls and bodies, thro? his Spirit; which conduct- 
eth us to the compleat end of the law, to deliver us 
up to God, and to bring him down to us in charity, 
and a gracious inexplicable union; to whom be 


praiſe for ever! Amen! 


2. Writing to another, he ſays, I thank our 


Lord, who bath diſpoſed you to a perfect 2 
| ; is 


6 50G 
This is the way to love; and our love of God is 
hewn, not ſo much in receiving gifts and graces 
from him, as in forgetting ourſelves, in renounc- 
ing all things, and ſuffering -conſtantly and coura 


ocouſly for him.“ 


3. So inflamed was Mr. de Renty with this love, 
that all his thoughts, words and works, were the 
fruits of it. All his virtues drew their original 
from this: it was the beginning, and motive, and 
end of all, © I cannot conceal from you, ſays he 
to a friend, that I have a fire in my heart, which 
burns and conſumes without ceafing.” And this di- 
vine fire was ſo ardent in his ſoul, that the flames 
thereof often burſt forth into his exterior; and he 
hath owned, that whenever he pronounced the 
name of God, he taſted ſuch a ſweetneſs as could. 
not be expreſt. | 

4. One of his friends-affures us, „he has often 
ſeen him ſo inflamed with love, that he appeared 
like one be ſide himſelf:“ And that he has told him, 
when theſe tranſports were upon him, he was ready 
W to caſt himſelf into the fire, to teſtify his love of 
God. And one of his letters he concludes thus: 
# E muſt now hold my peace; yet when I ceaſe to 
fpeak, the fire within that conſumes me will not let 
me reſt, Ler as burn then, and burn wholly and in 
every part for God. Since we have no being but 
by him, why do we not live to him? I ſpeak it 
aloud, and it would be my erown-of glory to ſeal it: 
with my blood.” 

5. To another he writes thus: „I know not what 
your intent was, in writing thoſe words, My God 
and my all] Only you incite me thereby to return 
the ſame to you and to all creatures, My God and 
my all! My God and my all! My God and my 
all! Is your heart full of it; and think you it poſſi- 
ble that I can be filent on ſuch an invitation? Be it 
known to you, that he is my God and my all; and 
it you doubt of it, I ſhall fpeak it a hundred times 
over, 1 ſhall add no more, for any thing elſe is 

„ fie 


B 5 


64) 
ſuperfluqus to him that is truly penetrated: with 
My God and my all.“ | 
6. This Love of God wrought in him an incredi. 
ble zeal for his honour, which he thus expreſſes to his 
Director; One day being tranſported with earneſt 
deſire to be all a ſacrifice to God, and all conſumed I 
for him, I offered up to him all I could, yea, and 
all I could not, I would willingly if they had been 
mine, have made deed of gift to him of heaven and 
earth: and in another way I would gladly have been 
the loweſt of all mankind. Yea, and it ſupported by 
his grace, I could have been content, to advance 
his glory, to have fuffered the pains of the damned, 
In this. diſpoſition of a calm zeal, there is no fort 
of martyrdom, no degree of greatneſs or littleneſs, 
honour or diſhonour, that paſſed not thro' my ſoul, 
and that I would not readily have embraced. tar the 
advancement of his glory. It is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs one circumſtance of what I felt. All I could 
do was, to give up my liberty to God, writing the 
deed in paper, and ſigning it with my blood.“ 
7. See here the zeal ot a man all on fire with 
the love of God! And the ſureſt proof of love, con- 
formity to his will. This, intimate union of his 
will with God's, the object and end of all his ac- 
tions, was indeed one of his ſingular graces, as it 
is the ſum of all perfection. He writ thus to one 
concerning the Counteſs of. Chdtres, with whom he 
had the ſtricteſt - friendſhip; 4+ I muſt own, that 
during my abſence from her, my heart was tenderly 
ſenſible ot her pain. But my defire ſubmits to the 
will of God, and when that is fignified, he gives me 
the grace to obey, I was not at Parii, but at City, 
when ſhe departed ; I was ſept for poſt, but came 
two hours too. late, Entering the town, I ſoon 
heard the news of her death. Preſently I fixt my- 
ſelf to the will of God; whereupon I found no more 
alteration in my ſoul, than if ſhe had been alive. 1 
| fee his order is this, that I aſſiſted her not at her 
death, and doubt not but he permitted it to her ad- 
vantage.“ q | 


8, Another 


C003 
9. Another time he writ thus: „ I have theſe 
three weeks had a fever, with a defluxion, and an 
extreme weakneſs. My frame of mind during this 
condition, has been a ſimple adherence to the wilt 
of God, I have a heart willing and ready to receive 
any afflictions that can befal me. I defire whatever 
is decreed from-above, and beg it with all my heart.” 
In the year 1641, one of his children, whom 
be tenderly loved, died. When the news was 
brought him, he ſpoke not one word, nor ſhewed 
the leaſt ſign of diſturbance: his affettion to the 
child yielding to his abſolute conformity to the will of 
God, , ; 


\ ſort 10. At the end of the year 1643, his lady fell 
neſs, Wi deſperately fick, ſo that ſhe. was given over by her 
ſoul, WY phyficians, and left ſpeechleſs and without ſenſe, 
- the WH This affected him in the moſt ſenſible part; and he 


broke out into theſe words: 
„ cannot deny but my nature 18 deeply affected 


with the ſenſe of ſo great a loſs; yet my ſpirit is 
filled with ſo wonderful a joy, to ſee myſelf in ſuch 


with aſtate, as to give up, and facnfice to. my God, a 
con- thing ſo near and dear to me, that if deceney did 
hi not forbid it, I would give ſome open, teſtimony of 


my readineſs thereto,” Hereby he evidenced the 
will of God to be ſo abſolutely; his, that he not only 
willed whatever God willed, but-alfo willed: it as 
God doth, with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, - But it 
pleaſed God to reftore his lady to her health, with 
reſpect. (as we may believe) to the carriage of his 
faithful ſervant. | 5 
11. From this perfect ſubordination to the will of 


try, God, ſprung his admirable tranquility; from this 
ame fountain flowed thoſe rivers of peace which he poſ- 
ſoon ſeſſed in ſo great perfection, that on the moſt ſud- 
my- den furprizals, his ſpirit was not altered, nor put 
nore into any diſorder. So that he could ſay from the 
1 abundance of his heart, I comprehend not that 


thing you call mortification, He who find no re- 
kitance in his ſpirit to any thing, is not capable of 
B 6 | it 


14 
it. Whoſo willeth whatſoever God willeth, i; 
pleaſed, whatſoever 1 e 
| 12. With this love of God, was joined fo deep a 
reverence of him, as often caſt him into trembling, 
And this unſpeakable reſpect unto God's greatnels, 
cauſed him often to walk in the fields bare-headed, 
even in rain, or the heat of the ſun: and being 
aſked by a friend, what it was kept him in that 
conſtant awe, and how he attained that wonderful h 
_ reverence he bore to God at all times, in all places, 9 
in all employments? He anſwered, + The fight of 
his glorious majeſty, which continually ſeems preſent f 
by me, keeps me in exceeding awe, with a deep 
ſenſe of his greatneſs and my own vileneſs. A mote 
in the ſun is little, but I am far leſs in the preſence 
of God.“ | 

13. And ſure it is, that this deep ſenſe of his own 
vileneſs, before the majeſty of God, well becomes 
not only the greateſt of ſinners, but the holieſt men 
upon earth. He that from a valley beholds the ſun 
when it riſes, and appears on the point of a high 
mountain, may think him that ſtands above to be 
near it, and almoſt able to reach it with hic hand. 
But the ſame man notwithſtanding beholds it at a 
* vaſt diſtance above his head. And though, in rea- 
| lity, he is nearer than the other that ſtands in the 

valley, yet the proportion is ſo ſmall as ſcarce de- 
ſerye$ to be named, in reſpect to the total diſtance. 
14. This reverence of God occaſioned in him a 
great reverence likewiſe to whatſoever was devoted 
to Him: As firſt, to all holy places; at his entrance 
into a church, his demeanor was highly modeſt and 
ſerious. He never ſat down there, He would re- 
main in it as long as poflible he could; ſometimey 
ſeven or eight hours together, If any perſon ſpoke 
to him in church, his anſwer was ſhort ; if a longer 
was required, he went out and gave it. 

15. He had great reſpect, ſecondly, to holy per- 
ſons, eſpecially to prieſts, whom he highly honoured 
for their works ſake, Whenever he met _ ” 
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1 faluted them with profound humility, and in his tra- 
| vel would alight off his horſe to do it. When they 
© viſited him, he entertained them with great reſpect; 
ng, at their going, waiting on them to the gate: and 
18, if any dined at his table, he gave them the upper 
ed, band, which civility he obſerved to his own chap- 
ng lain, 

hat 16. And as he had this reverence for them, ſo 
ful had he an earneſt deſire, that they might live accor- 
a ding to the dignity of their calling. When he ſaw 
to 


any who did not, he profeſt his heart.melted into 


ent ſorrow for them, and that he proſtrated himſelf be- 

eep fore our Saviour, and begged with tears fome apoſ-- 

1ote tolical ſpirits. He often fard, ** Give us, O Lord, 

-uce our poor fiſhermen. Men, fimple- in appearance, 
and vile in the eyes of men; but great and holy 

own within, and fit to convert ſouls by their ſanctity, 

mes prayers, and reſtleſs labours! And herein diſco- 

men ver 4 great miſtake ordinary in the world, That 

ſun Wh outward greatneſs and pomp is the way to keep up 

Ugh mens credit, and make them more capable of doing 

| be good to their neighbours. O, no! It is grace that 

and. hath wer upon ſouls, and an holy and humble 

at a life that gaineth hearts!“ 

rea- 

the WO * wi 
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_ His Love of Man, 

'Ance 

and if Ser. 

d re- „bis Love to Man in general. 

times | 


poke 1. 8 5 HE grand exerciſe of M. de Renty was to 

apply and unite himſelf to our Saviour, 
and from that union and example to derive all his 
virtues and good works. To mould himſelf after 
oured im was his general courſe, both in his inward tem- 
. pers and outward behaviour. He never took his 
| 


* eye 
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eye off of this divine copy, but epdeavoured-todraw 


every line exactly, to pencil his true likeneſs, and 


make him his native and perfect original. 

2. This was the ſcope of all his deſigns and cares, 
and particularly that of his charity to his neighbour; 
for which he propounded our Savięur as his grand 
exemplar, weighing the affection he ſnewed for men; 
marking what be had done, aud what be had ſuffered 
for them, how he ſought after, and converſed with 
chem; how he inſtructed, comforted; and encourag- 
ed them, ſometimes reproving,. ſometimes bearing 
with their infirmities ; at all times carrying them in 
his boſom, yea, in the moſt intimate incloſure of his 
heart. | 

3, He well weighed what Chriſt had delivered 
concerning this virtue: that he had-eſtabliſhed it as 
the perfection of his law; that he had termed. this 
command peculiarly his own; that he had expreflly 
and ſolemnly bequeathed it to his followers, and en- 
forced the, execution of it upon them by all the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt endearing ties; that he had made 
this virtue the diſtinctive character of thoſe who 
were in reality his diſciples ; and that he had eharg- 
ed us to love our neighbour, according to the model, 

meaſure, and faſnion that he had loved us. And ac- 
cordingly he determined, as far as he could, to love 
his neighbour with the bent and ſpirit of his maſter. 
« I ſigh (ſaid he) after my Saviour Jeſus, deſiring 
to imitate and follow him whither: he pleaſetb. I 
beſeech you, by your prayers, obtain for me his Spi- 
rit, to be my life, my whole. liſe. Sigh and groan 
for me, after my God, that I may be wholly for 
Him in his Son, that I may follow him, and not 
live but by his Spirit.“ | | 
4. Agreeably to this he endeavoured, in all the 
commerce he had with men, to unite. himſelf moſt 
intimately to our Saviour, giving himſelf up as an 
inſtrument to be guided by his hand in the belping 
of others, beſeeching him to breathe upon him by 


Spirit of love, recommended ſo much in his ar 
RAE 10 - 


So 4 39}. 
but more in his actions, and to inflame him with this 
ſacred fire which he hath kindled in his church, that 
he might be wholly conſumed with it. He conſult- 
ed bim in all his doubts concerning it, begging him 
to inſpire what, and how, and when, he ſhould ſpeak. 
and act for the good of his neighbour; and that in: 
him and by him it might all be done. 
5. He looked upon men not according to their 
natural qualities, their beauty, nobility,. riches, or 
worldly diſtinctions, but according to their more no- 
ble relations, and thoſe common to all, viz. As 
creatures divine, the lively images of God, formed 
to praiſe and love him to all eternity; as purpled in 
the blood of Jeſus, brothers and co-heirs with him, 
his inheritance bought with the price of his life, 
and a-thouſand pangs, and who therefore muſt be 
infinitely dear unto him, and moſt tenderly beloved 
of him. 
6. In this capacity it was that he beheld men, 
and applied to their neceſſities. Aud hereby as he 
was highly uſetul to his neighbour, ſo he did not 
prejudice, but greatly adyantage himſelf, He look- 
ed upon God and Chriſt in every man. He conſi- 
dered, it was they that demanded ſuccovur of, him. 
And while he was performing with all his migbt 
whatever was neceſſary for the ſoul or body of the 
leaſt of his brethren, believed verily it was God and 
Chriſt to whom he rendered that aſſiſtance. And th 
ſame thought ſhould all make uſe of, who:woul 
benefit their neighbour without prejudice to them- 
ſelves. Otherwiſe, a man ſhall ſooner loſe his own 
foul, than lead another to God. 2 . 
7. The charity of this man of God, built on theſe 
foundations, was ſo enlarged, that it ſeemed to have 
no bounds; in that he loved not only all chriſtians, 
but all men, without excepting any. 7% command. 
ment, ſays David, is exceeding broad; the fame di: 
menſions had his charity; embracing the preſent 
and abſent, domeſticks and ſtrangers, friends and 
enemies, good and bad; eſteeming all according to 
to 


theſe together. He was one at all the meetings of 


the erecting or perfecting hoſpitals, ſeminaries of te- 


God.” Another from Dion writes thus: “ We 


CORTE O75 | 
their degree, ſpeaking (as he could) well of all, do- 
ing good to all, and ill to none. 

8. There was not any conſiderable good work of 
a public nature, done at Paris, or within a great diſ. 
tance of it, wherein he had not a great ſhare. There 
was no undertaking there, tending to the honour of 
God or good of men, of which he was not either the 
author, or promoter, or fihiſner; and very often all 


piety ; and of many the very ſoul. He kept correſ. 

ndence throughout the whole kingdom, concern. 
ing works of charity, receiving letters from all parts, 
deſiring his advice in all difficulties that occurred, in 


ligion, and fraternities' of virtuous perſons, aſſociat- 
ing together for the better applying themſelves to 
their own and others ſalvation, and the managing all 
ſorts of good works, Ts 

9. From Caen one writes of him thus: Mr. 4 
Renty was our ſupport and refuge in the execution 
of all our deſigns, relating to the ſervice of God, the 
ſaving of ſouls, and the relief of the poor and dil. 
treſſed. To him we continually wrote, and from 
him we received counſel and ſuccour on all occaſions, 
Nar have we met with any fince his death to whom 
we could have the like recourſe in the things of 
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cannot but acknowledge the great benefit this pro- 
vince has received from Mr. de Renty. Wherever he 
came, he hath wonderfully advanced all works of 
piety. We may truly ſay, that his days were filled 
with the fulneſs of God. Nor do we believe he loſt 
one minute of time, in which he did not either ſpeak 
or act ſomething for his ſervice,” 

10. He applied himſelf to the neceſſities of the 
Engliſh, the Iriſb, the captives in Barbary, and of 
the miſſions into the Levant; took great pains for 
the ſupport of the hoſpital at Mar/cilles ; laboured 
much for the relief of galley ſlaves, and contributed 
much to the advancing the affairs of New France 0 


America, He had a deſign likewiſe to purg® Fo 
| trace 


„ 
trades and manufactures from the corruptions whick 
had grown upon them, ſo that men might live upon 
them like chriſtians; which thing he begun and per- 
fected in two of them. * | 
11. The ſcripture he moſt ſtudied, next the life 
of our bleſſed Saviour, to qualify himſelf for all 
good works, was St. Paul's deſcription of charity, 
in the 13th chapter of his firſt epiſtle to the Corinibi- 
ans, And whoſoever is exerciſed in the virtues 
there deſcribed, will not run in vain, nor labour in 
hartz, WW vain, Indeed the more any one is animated with 
d, in WW this ſpirit, the more ſhall he advance holineſs in 
of re- others. Yea, tho' his words be few.and ordinary. 
>cilat- For our words do not derive their force from the 
res to WE mouth that ſpeaks, but from the diſpoſition. of the 
ng all heart, and the power of the ſpirit that dwells there. 
12. To quality himſelf to be more extenſively 
Tr. 4 WWuſcful to his neighbour, Mr. de Rentzy,. to the natu- 
utior al abilities God had given him, and to the learning 
d, the e had acquired in his youth, had by his induſtry 
d dit. died ſeveral ſmaller parts of knowledge: and that 
from Not only for his own uſe, but to teach them to others, 
ſions. hereby to help themſelves. Yea, he abaſed him- 
hom elf to learn the meaneſt ſkill, which might be any 
ags of ay uſeful to his neighbour. One day in Paris he 
„We carried a friend with him to a poor man, who got 
s pro- is living by making wicker-baſkets, He there fi- 
ver he Wiſhed a baſket which he had begun ſome days be- 
rks of fore, with deſign as ſoon as he had learned it, to 
filled each ſome poor people in the country to make them, 
he loſt eo help to get their living. He then left the baſket 
ſpeak 2 poor man, and a piece of money for teach- 
ug him, | | 
of the 13- Indeed he took upon him all ſhapes, tranſ- 
and of WWormed himſelf into all figures, condeſcended to all 
ins for {Wings for the good of his neighbour * all his thoughts 
boured {Words and actions, being wholly caſt in the mould of 
ibuted k charity: which made him ſay one day, . Mer 
ance 18 binks my ſoul is all charity, and I am not able to 
ge press with what ardour and ſtrange expanſion my 
traces Peart is renewed in the divine life of my Saviour, 
burning in love to all mankind.” 
SECT. 
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His Charity to the Poor. 


1. IT H regard to the poor, Mr. de Rent“ 
| thoughts ſtayed not-on their habit or out- 
ward appearance ; but paſſiny further, he beheld 
under theſe; with the eye of faith, Jeſus Chriſt pre- 
ſent and dwelling in them. And as he burned with 
nan ardent affection to our Lord, ſo he loved them 
tenderly, ſuccoured them with all his might, and 
left nothing unattempted for their ſakes. And with 
_ theſe eyes, not thoſe of nature, mult every one be- 
hold the poor, that will love them indeed, and hate 
bowels of compaſſion for them. | 

2. From the year 1641, he invited to dinner tw 
poor men twice a week, on Tala and Friday, 
But increaſe of buſineſs obliged him five or fix yea 

after, to reduce it to one day, commonly Thur/day; 
when he invited three ; and willing to join ſpiritual 
alms to corporal, he ſought ont ſuch-as ſeemed-moſ 
to need inſtruction. To this end, while at Paris 
after his morning devotions, he went to St. Anthony 
gate, and took ſuch as were newly arrived, hon 
eourteouſly ſaluting, be brought home (in wintel 
to the fire) made them fit down, and with a cord 
aſſection, which appeared in his whole behaviour, 
inſtructed them in the chief points of chriſtianity. 
While they fat at table, he ſerved them himſelf, fei- 
ting before them with his own hands the diſhet 
brought in by his ſervang and children. After din- 
ner, he waited on them himſelf to the gate, and dil 
miſſed them with an alms. This he continued 0 
his death, and when he could not do it in perfoty 
his lady did the ſame to ſo many poor women. 

3. Beſides many other charities at his own hoult 
he endeavoured the general relief of all the poor 1 
Paris, and the parts adjacent; buſied himſelt to up: 

derſtand their wants, ſtudied ways of redreſs, an. 
careful on 
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arefully purſued them. What he could not ac- 
ompliſh himſelf, he commended to others, ſpake 
or them, begged for them, bought neceſſaries for 
nem; laboured to eſtabliſh ſettled courſes of living 
or men and children that were deſtitute, and when 
enty's Ie could not at preſent provide for them abroad, 
out- Whzintained them at his own'houſe till he could. 
eheld 4. He was the firſt that motioned ſome relief for 
pre · Whe poor Eugliſb, driven by perſecution out of their 
| with n country. He engaged perſons of * in the 
them purchaſing of lands for their ſubfiſtence. When it 


„ and Was done, himfelf undertook the charge of diſtribut- 
| with Ing one part of this charity. This he performed 
e be- Wnonthly, going to them a-foot, and commonly alone 
| have Wntering their chamber, he ſaluted them with all 


enderneſs and reſpect, and gave them their allow- 
nee wrapt up in a paper. 


5. In all his viſits to the poor, after a general 
yen Whurvey of their wants, he examined in particular as 


ag; ell their ſpiritual as bodily necgffities ; and endea- 
ritual Woured in the firſt place to mark their inclinatjans, 
d molt Wbeir paſſions, their ill habits ; what vices were pre- 
Paris Nominant in them, and what were their chief infir- 


nities : that like a prudent phyſician be might a 
ly fit remedies, and teach chem how to make the 


winter rue uſe of their poverty. 


cordul i 6. As to their temporal neceſſities, he conſidered 
viour, be capacity, induſtry, trade or employment of each: 
ianity. Mor tradeſmen, he conſidered what tools or materials 
lf, fei- ere neceſſary to ſer them to work. Theſe he pro- 
diſhes 'ided, either redeeming their own, or buying new. 
er dis- ie then gave them proviſions for two or three days, 
nd di- nd provided them work not only for themſelves, 
16d tout alſo for their wives and children. Afterwards. 


e bought ſome of their work, which he beſtowed: 
In alms upon others, and took. order for the quick 
ale of the reſt, coming to. them from time to time 
o ſee if all went well, and encourage them to take 
ans, Id. 

7. To theſe we may add, his charity to poor pri- 
ſoners, whom he viſited, comforted, and relieved, 
| and 


1 
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En 
and when he found it expedient for them, (which 
he always firſt conſidered) uſed all means for thei 
enlargement. 

8. There was in Low Normandy one who hal 
been a priſoner for ſeveral years, and tho” innoceny 
was in great extremity. Many had endeavour hy 

releaſe but without ſucceſs, becauſe of a power 

adverſary. The thing being commended to My 
de Renty, after a juſt information of the caſe, l 
committed the proſecution of it to his own ade 
cate, made a report of it to the council, and went 
frequently in perſon to ſollicit it. a 

9. But notwithſtanding, perceiving the poor man] 

cauſe to hang long, he changed his purpoſe, a 
writ to his adverſary, offering, it the bulineſs might 
be referred to him, to take a journey into Norman 
immediately. When he came to the town, he ye 
directly to the priſon, and after an exhortation to ih 
priſoners, ſeconded by his alms, he told the pa 
man his defire, and exhorted him to pray to God id 
a bleſſing on his endeavours, and to reſt in hoj 
_ that by ſome*means or other he ſhould ſhortly bed 
livered. | 

10. He then went to the other's houſe ; whend 
he returned to the priſon for information on ſont 
difficulties that occurred. Finding ali the priſone 

_ together at their uſual devotions, he waited till the 
had done. Having then received information, 
: went back to the other, with whom he came 
» {ſuch an agreement, that this poor man, aſter 
world of miſery, during 9g years impriſonment, | 
at length ſet at liberty. He maintained him eigl 
days at his own houſe, adviſing and exhorting ul 
every evening: and at his departure perſuaded hi 
to go and fee his (former) adverſary ; whom he nd 
found as tractable and friendly, as before he 
been ſevere, 
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SECT. III. 


* His Charity to the Siek. 


10 hat F his charity to the poor was thus great, it was 
,ocent ſtill greater to ſuch poor as were ſick. He was 
1rd kt content to affiſt theſe in one or two ways; but 
wer ey found in him, and often in one viſit, a bene- 
o M tor, a phyſician, apothecary, ſurgeon, paſtor, 
aſe, Mend and ſervant. 
\ ad. In the year 1641, he learned to let blood, and 
d wen eral parts of ſurgery. He acquainted himſelf 
ewiſe with the manner of making up moſt ſorts of 
r man edicines; and he conſulted with the phyſician by 
fe, ul dom he was inſtructed in the principal parts of the 
s mige o! phyſick. Whenever he went abroad, he had 
or mah him a ſurgeon's box, and powders for the cure 
ne wen moſt ordinary diſeaſes; which he uſed with 
n to Hat dexterity, and with equal prudence, never ad- 
he pol reing beyond his knowledge. | 
God 3. In his viſits to the fick, he never ſhunned any 
1 bope vice neceſſary for them, and in his power to per- 
y been; as making their beds, helping them to bed, 
| king their fire, ſettling in order their little houſ- 
When d-ſtuff; hoping thereby to win upon their af- 
on ſon ons, and draw them to God with more facility. 
»riſona_ſs” In every family, he took an opportunity to en- 
till te re whether God was ſerved there? And whether 
tion, WW quarrels or differences were among them, which 
came took care to make up without delay. And he 
after er left any without providing for all their neceſ- 
ent, Mes, which he took notice of with incredible dili- 
m eig, ſweetneſs, and reſpect; diſpenſing with 
ing ber buſineſs that he might have time to hear all 
aded bur complaints. i 
n he n Neither did he only viſit the fick, but they 
he wiſe ſought him, and would find him out whereſo- 
r he came, if they were able to go abroad. The 
ſick, 
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ſick, the weak, the lame, or otherwiſe infirm 
flocked to him from all quarters: he might often be 


| ſeen encompaſſed with them; ſome requeſting his 


medicines, ſome: his alms, fome his 'counſel. He 
treated all, as a true diſciple of his great maſter, 
with the like diffuſive charity; and ſtood in the 
midſt of them with the like goodneſs and patience, 
endggvouring to do good, and to miniſter comfort to 
all, 2 TEINS | 

6. Nor did his charity decline the care of thoſe 
diſeaſes which nature cannot behold without horror 
and averſion. During his ſtay at Dijon, he was in- 
formed of one, who having been among a company 


ol ſoldiers, was left by them in ſo noifom a condi- 


tion, that none would come near her, and the houſe 
where ſhe lodged was going to turn her out of doors, 
He went inſtantly to the houſe, perſwaded them to 
keep her there, and hired a woman to attend her, 
Then he provided her proper phy ſie and nouriſhment, 
which he brought her with his own' hands: in the 
mean time, reading to her every day, inſtructing 
and comforting her. By this. means he at length 
not only retrieved her from the jaws of death, but 
induced her to ſpend the reſt of her life in a virtuous 
and chriſtian manner, 


S E C T. IV. 
His Zeal for the Salvation ” his Netghbour, 


1. NAR. de Renty being continually inflamed witli 

the love of God, inceſſantly ſought all 
ways, and uſed all means to make him more known 
and loved by all men, both here and eternally. Aud 
this his Zeal had no bounds; it extended not only 
to all France, but to all the world; infomuch that 
he ſaid to an intimate friend, I am ready to ſerve 
all men, not excepting one, and to lay down my 


lite for any one.” He earneſtly deſired to enlighten 
- win 
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with the knowledge of God, and inflame with his 
love, the whole world; of which Paris being as it 
were an epitome, he went through all the quarters 
and ſtreets of that vaſt city, ſearching out what he 
could remove or bring in, for the glory of God, and 
ſalvation of ſouls. And the ſame ſpirit which mov- 
ed him hereto, bleſt his endeavours to reftify what 
was amiſs, and to ſtrengrhen what was right. This 
he did in ſo many ſeveral ways, as a man would 
think it impoſſible: But what cannot a man do that 
is.zealous, difintereſted, and full of God? Ep 

2. He performed what. poſſibly. he could in his 
own perſon, not ſparing any pains, nor loſing one: 
moment: And where his power fell ſhort, . he en- 
gaged others; And in all places he labour'd, as; 
much as in him lay, to induce ſuch as deſired to 
follow Chriſt, to join together, and aſſiſt one ano- 
ther in working out both their own and their neigh- 
bour's ſalvation. Many ſuch ſocieties he eſtabliſh'd 
at Caen, at Amiens, at Dijon, and in ſeveral parts of 
Burgundy; whoſe endeavours: being animated; by a 
true zeal for God, were bleſs'd with unexpected 
ſucceſs. _ | | 

3. To arm one who had thus engaged, againſt the 
difficulties he met with, he writ to him thus: 

I am very ſenſible of the preſent ſtorms that 
you endure ; though there is no reaſon. why men 
hould alarm you thus, ſeeing they have no cauſe of 
reproach from your deſign, nor have you done any 
thing againſt the goſpel, yet I do hot wonder at 
theſe croſſes, *Tis ſufficient to know that you deſire 
to follow: Jeſus. Chriſt; therefore you muſt reckon 
contradiction, to; be your portion, in theſe: days of 
your fleſh; only be firm in your confidence in our 
Lord, ſuffering. none of theſe ſtorms to trouble you, 
or to obſcure that light which hath moved you to, 
and guided you in this buſineſs. God deliver vd 
from the reaſonings of fleſh and blood, which at ſuch 
times are apt to multiply upon us: Be aſſured, that 
if you hearken not to them, God will manifeſt 3 


(8 ) 
fell unto yu ; he will comfort and fortify you in 
faith, and in experience of the gift of his Holy 
Spirit.“ | | 


4. To another he writ thus: Bleſſed for ever be 


the Holy Jeſus, for the good beginning of thoſe you 
mention. If the other had a little more courage to 
break her fetters, it would be a great ſtep: and ſure- 
ly there needs not fo much deliberation to give up 
ourſelves to him, although he be to the Fews a ſtum- 
bling-block, and to the Greek; foohſhneſs. Not that 
God hath any need of our good parts or excellent 
qualities, who commonly confounds the wiſdom of 
the wiſe, by little things which he chuſeth, Bleſſed 
be that littleneſs which is accounted'weakneſs, and 
t overthroweth all the power and prudence of the 
world.” | | 

5. We mentioned before his endeavour to reform 
trades from the abuſes and corruptions which, in 
proceſs of time, they had contracted, and to ſanctify 
them, that ſome at leaſt in each might live like the 
primitive chriſtians, in common; deducting from 
their ſtock only their neceſſary maintenance, and be- 
ſtowing the reſt on the poor. And, at length, he 
in part effected it; ſo that there are now two com- 
panies in Paris, one of taylors, the other of ſhoe- 
makers, and of theſe in ſeveral quarters of the city, 
(and the like there are at Thoulouſe) who live in com- 
munity; riſing, eating, working, and praying toge- 
ther morning and evening; calling each other bro- 
thers, and living together in the ſtricteſt unity and 

concord. | 
6. Paſſing one day by the hoſpital of St. Gerwa/7e, 
and hearing it was devoted to the lodging of poor 
travellers, he deſired leave of the Superior to inſtruct 
them in the evening, when they were met together, 
And this he did from that time every night, coming 
thither on foot, and commonly alone, ſummer and 
winter. After inſtructing them, he joined with 
them in prayer, which he concluded with his alms. 
And this he continued many years, till ſome church- 
: mens 
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men, moved by his example, undertook that work, 
which they continue to this day. . RAIL 
7. His tenderneſs-of heart to theſe poor people 
was exceeding great, joined with ſuch humility; as 
cannot eafily be expreſſed. When he met any one 
at the hoſpital, he ſaluted him with great reſpect, 
put him before him, and talked with. him bare- 
headed, If any kneeled to him, he did the like to 
them, and continued on his knees till they roſe firſt. 
One of them obſerving him diligently, and know- 
ing him to be the lord of the place where he him- 
ſelf lived, was deeply affected at the ſight, and came 
and fell at his feet: Mr. de Renty did the like to 
him, and continued in that poſture a long time, re- 

ſolving not to riſe before the poor man, | 
8. Going one day to viſit the Holy, Place of Mont- 
Matre, after his prayers ſaid in the church, he re- 
tired into a deſolate part of the mountain, near a 
little ſpring. There kneeled down to prayer, and 
that ended, dined on a piece of bread and a draught 
of water. After dinner he took out his teſtament, 
and read a chapter on his knees, bare-headed, with 
extraordinary reverence, Juſt then came a poor 
man, ſaying his pravers. Mr. de Rexty roſe up to 
falute him, and fell into a diſcourſe with him con- 
cerning God, and that ſo powerfully, that the poor 
man ſtriking his breaſt fell down-upon the ground 
to adore that great God, Immediately after, came 
a poor maid to draw water at the well, whom he 
aſked, What ſhe was? She anſwered, a ſervant. 
„But do you know, faid he, you are a chriſtian, 
and to what end you was created? Whence he 
took occaſion ſo to inſtruct her, that confeſſing ſhe 
had never before thought of the end of her crea- 
tion, ſhe promiſed from thenceforth deeply to con- 

tider, and ſeriouſly to purſue it. | 

9. In his firſt return from Dijon, he ſtopped three 
or four times in the way, to inſtruct the poor paſ- 
ſengers; and once went out of the road, to-ſhew 
ſome labourers in the field, how to ſanCtify the work 
they were about. * 
C 10. A 
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8 10. A young maid in Paris, having been ve 

[cruelly uſed by her uncle, fell into ſuch a diſorder, 
that in a fury ſhe accuſed our Saviour as the cauſe 

of her miſery, for abandoning her to ſuch a man, 

In this horrible condition, ſhe received the ſacra- 

ment ſeveral times in a day; on purpoſe to do de- 
ſpight to our Saviour, and provoke him to finifh 

er deſtruction, Mr. de Renty was no ſooner in- 
formed of this, than he haſted to find her out; as 
he did after eight days earch, in the very act of 
communicating. e immediately conveyed her 
thence, and took ſo great care both of her ſoul and 
body, that the returned to herſelf, and gave ample 
teſtimonies of her repentance. 

11. As t! + leticn ot advancing the ſalvation of 
men, is atrended with much doing and much ſuf— 
fering, it is neceffary for him that undertakes it, to 

fortity himſelf with courage and patience ; and both 
theſe were moſt eminently in Mr. de Renty ; being, 
in the firſt place, full ot courage, reſolute, and labo- 
rious; employing his body as if he had two more 

in reſerve when that was ſpent ; diſpatching more 
bufineſs in one half hour, than others did in many 
days. Very bold he was in entering upon difficul- 
ties, and quick in extricating himſelf from them. 
12. A lady who had left much to pious uſes, 
made him her executor. Being informed her 
friends, men of eminent power, were much diſpleaſ- 
ed, he replted, I never moved her to beſtow any 
ot her eſtate this way; but fince her piety has 
prompted her to it, 1, ſhall not be diſmay'd with 
any power that ſhall oppoſe it: My care is to per- 
form her will, and for other things I take no 
thought.” ky | 
13. Seeing one day ſome gentlemen fighting, he 
threw hinſe]t between their ſwords, laying hold on 
thoſe who ſeemed moſt outrageous, At firit they 
quarreled with him; bur in a ſhort” time were 
triends, both with him and with one another. 
14. His «zeal was accompauied, ſecondly, with 
upparallel'd Patience; a virtue highly Taree 
22 . II 
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tim that would fave the ſouls of men; ſeeing he 
muſt endeavour to win their hearts, at which he 1s 
to make his firſt entrance; not following his own 
will or inclinations, but theirs ; becoming all things 
to all men; waiting long for their converſion, and 
attending without being tired or diſcouraged, tho 
by all his labour he ſhould win but little ground) 
the favourable moments wherein they may yield to 
his motives. He muſt like this holy man, not only 
be willing to endure hunger, thirſt, heat, cold, wet, 
wearineſs, and other outward pains, inſeparably at- 
tendant on employments of this nature; but alſo 
the importunities, complaints, paſſions, the repul-- 
ſes, the contempts and injuries that are continually 
:0 be expected in them, | : 
15. While he was employ'd in inſtructing the 
poor travellers in the hoſpital of St. Gerwaſe, a man 
who was ſettled there, looking upon it as an intru- 
ſton into his office, came to him, as he was in the 
midit of the Poor, and with many injurious and re- 
proachful words, forbade him to come any more. 
Mr. de Renty having heard him without any emo- 
tion, replied, ** The Poor people had much need 


of inſtruction; and fince he woald mot be at the 


pains of it himſelf, he prayed hini not to hinder. 
one that would,” This did not fatisfy him at all, 
but he came four days together to drive out Mr. 
de Renty, interrupting him as foon as he began; 
but he {till received him with the ſame ſpirit, aud 
at length overcame evil with . 

16. One day he viſited a perſon who, from a 
groundleſs ſuſpicion,, had cruelly uſed his wife; 
who underſtanding his buſineſs, entertained him 
very coarſely, giving him much opprobrious lan- 
guage, lifting up bis hand to ſtrike him, and offers 
Ing to thruſt him out of doors. Mr. de Renty re- 
plièd not one word, but after ſome time, drew near 
again, embraced him, and accoſted him with ſuch 
ſoft language, that he was perſwaded, at length, to 
go to conteiion, which he had not done in 12 years 

| C 2 betore, 
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before, and to be fully reconciled to his wife; in- 
ſomuch that he lived and died a good chriſtian. 

17. Another time, viſiting a poor old man that 
was ſick, he began, as uſual, to ſpeak of ſpiritual 
things. But the old man, inſtead of liſtening, fell 
into a paſſion, telling him, He underſtood thoſe 
things better than he. Mr. de Renty told him, he 
would be glad to be inſtructed; and after a great 
deal of patience and attention, taking advantage 

from ſome things in that weak diſcourſe, to convince 
and inform him better, he proceeded ſo happily, 
that the reſt of his days he led a truly chriſtian life. 

18. His patience in bearing with the faults and 
imperfections of others, as it was truly exemplary, 
ſo it never took away or weakened his deſire to cor- 
rect them, tor which ke only waited a proper oc- 
caſion. When he intended to reprove another, he 
commonly firſt accuſed himſelf, to prepare them by 
his example. Having ſuch an intention, he began 
a diſcourſe of that openneſs with which chriſtians 
ought to tell one another the Truth; for want of 
which we grow grey in our vices, and often carry 
them with us to our graves; ſaying, le ſhould 
hold himſelf extremely obliged to any who would 
ſnew him that kindneſs.” His friend finding his 
heart exceedingly ſoftened, beſought him to deal 
freely and plainly with him, in telling him whatſo- 
ever be ſaw amiſs in him; which thing he then 
did. 

19. But his patience did not in the leaſt break in 
upon that fortitude, which is often requiſite in the 
things of God, for the good of our neighbour, and 
for the worthy preſerving of our julf authority. 
He knew ſeverity muſt be uſed ſometimes, eſpecial- 
ly when we have to do with ſtubborn offenders; 
and accordingly adviſed a friend, concerning a third 

perſon, Take heed of humbling yourſelf before 
that man; the abaſing yourſelf in this caſe, would 

both prejudice him, and diſhonour the cauſe of God. 
Reprove him ſeverely and roundly,” 


20. And 


11 

20. And not in theſe inſtances only, but in all 
others, his zeal was accompanied both with free- 
dom and prudence. For though his humility has 
concealed many. of his inward graces and outward 
actions, yet many likewiſe has his zeal brought to 
light, where he judged it neceflary for the glory of 
God, or the. good of his neighbour :* concerning 
which he thus wrote to a virtuous lady : 

„Give me leave to ſpeak my thoughts of that 
liberty we ought to uſe, in communicating freely, 
the gifts of God beſtowed upon us, to ſuch perſons 
as may reap fruit from them; not ſtiflihg them in 
ourſelves, whereby we obſtruct a ſecond fruit, 
which God expects from his graces. We ſhould 
confider ourſelves ſet in the world as: a chryſtal, 
which placed in the middle of the univerſe, would 
give free paſſage to all the light which it receives 
trom above: So ought we to 1mpart all the talents 
we receive, and this without. diſguife, or the leaſt 
claim of propriety. | wy 

«6 Farther : As the chryſtal, if ſeveral torches 
were ſet under it, would tranſmit the beams of 
them all towards heaven; ſo whatever honours or 
commendations we receive from below, ſhould free- 
ly paſs thro us up to God; for God hath therefore 
beſtowed upon us ſuch things as are praiſe-worthy, 
not that the praiſe thereof ſhould reſt upon us, but: 
that it may paſs-through us to Him, that he may be 
bleſſed and praiſed in all things.“ | 

21. Yet his zeal, tho? free, was not ſo indiſcreet, 
as to be its own herald upon every appearance of 
doing good ; but was very circumſpect in weighing 
all circumſtances. Accordingly in the ſame letter 
he gives this wiſe advice, touching the order and 
meaſure which are neceſſary to be obſerved in this 
communication, 8 4 

& To ſome we muſt lay open our hearts freely 
and exactly; to others more reſervedly ; to'others, 
altogether lock'd up, concealing from {them what 
we ſee no diſpoſition in them to make a good uſe 


of.“ | | 
C3 Zeal 
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22. Zeal indeed ſhould always be attended with 
Prudence, - to confider things well, and execute 
them in the beſt manner; to prevent miſchiets, or 
redreſs them with as much of ſweetneſs, and as 
little acrimony as poſſible: And in deſperate caſes, 
or where the cure would prove worſe than the diſ- 
eaſe, to ſuffer and paſs them over, ſome ſouls hav- 
ing defects as it were, incorrigible, which God per- 
wits to perfect them by humility ; and others like- 
wiſe, that have an intercourſe with them, by pati- 
ence and charity. | 
23. One great point of Prudence requiſite in a 
zealous man, 1s, neither to hurt his body by too 
much labour, nor his mind with too much butineſs. 


As to the latter of theſe, Mr. de Renty took eſpecial 


care, ſo to manage all his works of . that his 
piety might not be hinder'd but advanced thereby, 
indilpenfbly performing all his exerciſes of devo- 
tion; and while he converſed moſt with his neigh- 
bour, reſerving a confiderable part, both of the = 
and night for converſing with God. As to the 
other, he thus expreſs'd himſelf to a clergyman, 
who had impaired his health by extreme labour : 

„Give me leave, Sir, to tell you plainly, that 
you ſhould not impoſe too much upon yourſelf, 
leſt for want of moderation, you render yourſelf 
altogether unſerviceable. The enemy uſually takes 
no mal advantage of ſuch free and well-diſpoſed 
natures ; you are not your own, but a debtor to all 
men. Preſerve yourſelf therefore, not by indulg- 
ing your body, but by laying upon it no more than 
it is able to bear.“ 5 | 

24. Being at Citry, in the latter end of the year 
1642, he had a ſtrong impreſſion upon his ſpirit, 
that at his return to Paris he ſhould find a new em- 


- ployment about the poor, and be much taken up 


therein, Accordingly, two days after his return 
thither, ſome perſons came to adviſe with him, a- 
bour a courſe of relieving all ſuch poor in the city 
as were aſhamed ro beg. He undertook to viſit a 

fourth 
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fourth part of them, and to aſſiſt them according to 
their neceſſities. An employment ſufficient to take 
up the whole time of one man, which yet he per- 
form'd, notwithftanding the multitude of his other 
occupations ; ſo that we muſt ſay, without a ſpe- 
cial affiftance, he could not have done and ſuffer'd 
what, he did; but God, who hath limited our 
ſtrength of body, can increaſe it when and how he 
pleaſeth. 

2 85 Sometimes he received before- hand only a 
preſent impulſe of ſomething to be done, without 
any particular diſcovery, As when he was much 

reſſed in ſpint to $0 to Pontois, without under- 
nding any reaſon for it ; yet believing it to be the 
call of God, he immediately undertook the journey; 
where unexpectedly he met with a nobleman of 
rom quality, who was come from a province far 
iſtant, on purpoſe to be inſtructed by Mr. de Renty, 


how to ſerve God, which he had, till then, little 
known, and leſs practiſed. 


26. But though this great ſervant of God had an 
excellent faculty of aſſiſting all, yet was he more 
eminently affiſtant to ſome particular perſons, for 
the healing of their ſouls, and leading them on apace 
in the narrow way of perfection. F ſhall mention 
One only, the Counteſs of Chatres, who being deep 
in the affections of the world, as are moſt young 
ladies of her quality, it pleaſed God to inſpire her 
with a defire ro aſk advice of Mr. de Renty; this he 
gave her with ſo happy ſucceſs, that he himſelf 
was aſtoniſhed at it. In- leſs than a year, ſhe was 
ſo perfectly diſengaged from all thoſe little conve- 
niences and accommodations, which our ladies per- 
fwade themſelves are abſolutely neceſſary, that one 
offering her ſomething of this kind, which ſhe was 
formerly fond of, ſhe anſwered, ** I thank God, I 
have quitted this, and many more things for the 
love of God, and yet find no want at all. | 

27. God gave him light to diſcern her proper 
way, to teach her to 9 herſelf, and advance 
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in the paths of ſolid virtue, and to ſupport her in 
3 imward afflictions; and ſhe, on her part, re- 
figned up herſelf to his guidance, and forced herſelf 
to put his advice in execution: a thing very re- 
quiſite in thoſe who would make uſe of the conduct 
of others to good purpoſe. 

28. Though this happy intercourſe, accompa- 


nied with ſuch fignal bleſſings, had contracted a 


ſtrict and perfect triendſhip between them, yet he 
was very wary and reſerved 1n his converſation with 
her; viſiting her only when the work of God re- 
quired it, and neither ſpeaking nor ſtaying with 
her any longer than was preciſely neceſſary, - This 
the thought a little harſh, and complained of it to 


a friend, whom ſhe knew to have ſome power with 


.bim,, ſaying, ** Mr. de Renty extremely mortifies 
me wich his civilities and reſervedneſs. I have 


great need to ſee him often, and yet can't obtain. it. 


Nay, when we are together, he will not fir, down, 
except when I am fick, or not able to ſtand. any 


longer; and always with his hat in his hand. 


beg you to tell him, what out of reſpect I gare 
not, what, inquietude I ſuffer, to ſee his. behavigur 
2 toward me, hn to be continually nuder 

The perſan. acquainging him with this, he an- 
ſueredd, “ I proceed in; this manner, becauſe my 
duty to; God and tothe coupteſs of Lagtres require 
it. My Saviour gbliges me. to converſe with her; 
but I mꝑſt, do no mqre than. what . is neceſſary, and 
Jo xetire, for which .this,poſture.is maſt convenient. 
If we fat down, we ſhould, forget ourſelves, and talk 
more than is neceſſary, and perhaps paſs gn to 
aut unprofitable: There fare we ought both to 

ani upon our guard,” 

29. Thoſe who undertake the conduct of ſouls, 
ought ſeriouſly to confider this anſwer; and to be 
Full perſwaded, That the buſineſs does not canſiſt 

33 much to them, but in diſ oſing him to 


Teak to God, and in making t for God to 


ſpeak to them. 
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2. He was very modeſt, always calm and inviola- 
bly equal. Among all the things I obſerved in 
Mr. de Renty, (ſays one of his intimate friends) 
what firſt affected me was, His rare modeſty and 

reat evenneſs of behaviour. There was ſomething 


in his looks which carried ſo much reverence in it, 


one might eaſily judge, he was always actually in 
the preſence of God.” | 

3. In every condition and employment whatſo- 
ever, he was the ſame in his looks, geſtures, words, 
and actions, whether alone or in company, with 
rich or poor, ftrangers or friends, before his chil- 
dren or ſervants, yea even before his footman, in 
the country or town, at the table, and every where, 

4. And ſuch a conſtant equality was the more 
obſervable, becauſe of his natural diſpoſition, which 
was not flow, heavy and phlegmatick, but choleric, 


hot and active. But the exact and perpetual care 


he had over himſelf, had wholly inverted his na- 
ture, and brought him to a behaviour, as well as 
temper, directly oppoſite to thoſe he took from his 
mother's womb. 5 . 
Another of his friends writes of him thus: 
© That which pleaſed me moſt in him was, His 


great recollection and intimate union with God: 


attended with ſuch a wonderful peace of mind, as 
ſhone forth in his countenance, and begot a kind of 
devotion in his beholders. This union, methought, 
was ever the ſame, without any ſign of diſtraction or 
levity, or any word not neceſſary, no complaiſance 
or human regard ever forcing him to ſcatter his ſpi- 
rit. Not but he was full of civility ; but till ſo as 
to look more within himſelf than without,” _ 

6. And indeed this continual preſence. of God, 


To wholly took up his ſpirit, that no unuſual acci- 


dent, or object, or any thing rare or extraordinary 
could divert him. I never ſaw him admire any 
thing in the world, nor fix his eyes upon any cu- 
riofity whatever. And his gait in the ſtreets was ſo 
recollected, modeſt and equal, without gazing on 
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any thing, that a man might ſee Jeſus Chriſt was 


his way, his employment, and his all. 20 

7. fy his ſpeech he was very reſerved, . by choice 
as well as by nature. In whatever company it con- 
cerned him to ſpeak, he did fo in his courſe, with a 
compoſed demeanour, and words few, but material. 
He was never known- forward or eager to ſpeak, or 
in ſpeaking, to do it with a higher tone than ordi- 
nary. If te gave an account of any buſineſs, he 
did it fo briefly, and in words ſo pertinent, that it 
was a very hard matter to find one that ſpoke better, 
and yet leſs than he. | 0 

8. Things that were unprofitable, or the news of 


the times, were never the ſubject of his diſcourſe; 
but always ſomething pertaining to the kingdom of 
God. And when the converſation was diverted to 


worldly things, he either took leave of the compa- 
ny, or ſtole away without. 

9. And when he talked even of good things, it 
was with care and moder. tion; ſaying, There 
was much nced of ſparingneſs and ſobriety, when 
we ſpeak even of the'things of God, leſt it turn to 
no good account: and that it was a great trouble 
to him, when among ſerious perſons, to hear them 
often ſpend precious time in talking of virtue at 
large, and to find them departing from ſuch conte- 
rences, with dry, empty, and diſſipated ſpirits.” . 

10. As to conduct of buſineſs, his method was, 
ſeriouſly to conſider things, before any reſolution ; 
and if after his own ſenſe given, he found another's 
to be better, he readily quitted his own. After he 
had reſolved, he was prompt, firm: and conf{tant in 


the execution of it. But ſometimes, when he bad 


one through the difficulties of a deſign, left it to a 
Fond to finiſh; not out of inconitancy, but, to 
gain time for undertaking more, as well as to avoid 
the honour of it. 2 

11. In all affairs that concerned the ſervice, of 
God, he had an immoveable conſtancy. And befides 
the torce of his words, 9 appeared in his face 
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an extraordinary aſſurance, (tho his ordinary de. 
portment was always ſweet and quiet) which par- 
ticularly appeared in all meetings, where he mani- 
feſted ſuch a ſpirit, that «thoſe who beheld him, 


ſelt themſelves ſtruck with an awful regard. His 
opoſals generally carried ſo much light and force 


in them, that all were conftrained to arquieſce, in 


his determination. But if any diſputed his reaſons, 


be knew how to enforee them; and if they chanc - 
ed to make another reply, (which was a thing that 
exceeding rarely happened) he ſaid not one word 


more but his very filence, and the ſteadineſs of his 


countenance, reſtrained any further diſpute. The 
meeting ended, he would go to that perſon and aſk 


- his pardon; informing him, That zwhar he aimed 


at, was, not to make good his own opinion, but to 
advance the cauſe of God; in all other things he 
was ready to yield to every one.“ 4 

12. But of all things he took care, not to o ver- 


charge himſelf with buſineſs, to the prejudice of 


his piety, He knew that outward employ ments, 
even the moſt holy, may be hindrances to inward 
holineſs. Wherefore he was careful not to over- 


burden himſelf with them, and very vigilant, that 


they ſhould not diſtract and diffipate him, nor ſegu- 

larize his ſoul, but ſerve only as means to elevate 

and unite him more to God, LP ati 
13. And God ſo bleſſed him herein, that in the 


multitude of buſineſs,” he was ſtill in a continual re- 


collection. A familiar friend aſking him, Whether 


in that throng of employments, he obſerved his 


-uſual two hours of prayer? he anſweted, When 


I can, I keep three hours, ſometimes four or five; 


but when occaſion offers to ſerve my neighbour, I 
eaſily quit them, for God of his mercy hath given 


me the grace, to be inſeparably with him, even in 


the crowd of buſineſs.” To the ſame purpoſe he 
writ to his director; I continue my deyoton. out 
of the time and place of prayer, even in the midft of 
converſe and buſineſs; and I tell you ' fmcerely, 
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though I perform every thing ſo ill, yet J find little 
difference of times for prayer, being recollected 
continually.” And the ſame might be gathered (as 
was obſerved before) from his modeſty and compoſed 
countenance, clearly evidencing, that his ſoul was 
wholly. and conſtantly in application to God, from 
whom he drew light and ſtrength, for the conduct 
of all his bufineſs. Of which he thus wrote to his 
director; „My recollection hinders no buſineſs at 
all, but furthers it. Without it I ſhould have a 
ſollicitous deſire of doing all myſelf: whereas I act 
now in a moſt calm way, in which I have no ſhare ; 
for it is our Lord that doth all.” In another letter 
thus; „Finding myſelf one day much burthened 
with variety of buſineſſes, I had a defire to» draw 
off my mind wholly; and at the ſame inſtant it was 
done, Since that time they create me no trouble, 
and I diſpaggh them more readily without thinking of 
them. This grace hath been often renewed in me, 
(although in ſeveral manners) which I acknowledge 
to be very great, becauſe it preſerves me diſengaged, 
even in the multiplicity of buſineſs,” 

14. If after he had done his part, any deſign miſ- 
carried, he reſted well ſatisfied. On ſuch an occaſion 
he thus writ to a friend; “We may take up good 
deſigns, and God often inſpires them; yet when he 
is pleaſed to permit_a contrary event, we muſt adore 
his ſecret will, which brings more of mercy in the 
croſſing of them, than if they had ſucceeded, We 
ſhould always be-jealous over our ſpirit, that it fix not 
upon any thing.“ And again, Our Lord has his 
deſigns, which he effects by ſuch means as we 
would not at all -make choice of; the reaſon 'is, be- 
cauſe he would break our wills, and abate our de- 
pendencies upon earth. Therefore he often crofles 
our beſt undertakings, being more jealous of the 
ſacrifice of our hearts, than any thing elſe, how 
ſpecious ſo ever.” 

5. I cannot better conclude this chapter, than 
with a letter writ to his director on this ſubject : 1 i 
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For theſe three or four months I have been, as 
it were, continually employed in outward works ;. 
as removing from place to place, new building a 
church, taking care of the ſick, reconciling differen- 
ces,. conferring with all ſorts of people. Yeſterday 
hearing thoſe words of the goſpel read, Thou 
it was ſaid to my 
heart, Thou art not troubled about many things,” 
giving me to underſtand, that. the things we are em- 
ployed upon, according to the will of God, do not 
create us that trouble; and that Martha was not re- 
proved for doing the work, but for doing it too ſolli- 


citouſly.. ' Our Saviour intimating to her, that no 


bufineſs ſhould be done with inordinate agitation of 
ſpirit. Since our great buſineſs is, to hear the eter- 
nal word, and act nothing with diſturbance, but all 
in peace by his Spirit.” : | 

„ I received hereby a great ſupport in the per- 
formance of -theſe petty exterior offices, and made 
no difficulty at all to yield myſelf up to this hulily- 
diſordered divine order. At the fame time I enjoyed 
ſuch a ſenſible impteſſion of God, yet excelling all 
ſenſe, that if I had been thrown like a bowl, I 
could never have loſt the ſight of my God, Our 


Lord turns this bowl in a ſtrange manner, even as it 


pleaſeth him. And theſe ſeveral turnings are all 
for the ſoul's advantage, whereby ſhe is faſhioned 
for every occaſion, that ſhe may do nothing for or 
by herſelf, but all for God, and according to bim. 
i I ſee likewiſe that one whom God employs in 
theſe low affairs, if he follow them with the ſame 
fidelity, is as acceptable to God, as one that is em- 
ployed in the moſt noble functions. Will nothing 
pleaſe you but to convert worlds? You ſhall be con- 
tent to carry ſtones: and ſometimes to ſit till, and 
do nothing. You are then. to offer the ſacrifice of 
patience. , And I believe it is a thoufand times more 
rare, to find a ſoul thus faithful in patience, and con- 
tent to do no more than God would have him, than 
faithful in actions that appear abroad.” | 
41 hare 
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„% I have one word more to tell you; which is,” 


that I am really aſhamed and confounded, that I do 
no more for God; which indeed, with the ſenſe of 


my unfitneſs for any thing that is good, would work 


me much torment, did I not confider, he is all- 
ſufficient, and doth with us as he pleaſeth.“ 


Sr 
Of his Deatb. 


I. * the 11th of April, 1649, he found him- 


ſelf very ill, and having concealed his ſick- 
neſs five days, was then conſtrained to take his bed. 
He endured great pains-all over his body, with which 


Pls mind too was ſo much affected, that he profeſt, 


if God had not aſſiſted him againſt the ravings of 
his imagination, he ſhould have ſpoken more extra- 


vagancies than any madman. ** There was much 


he faid, in ſuch a condition to humble him. But it 
was the duty of a finner, to honour God in all con- 


ditions wherein he ſhould place him,” 


2. During theſe great pains and torments, and 
during the whole courſe of his fickneſs, his ordinary 
employment conſiſted in affectionate elevations of his 


ſoul to God, in thoughts and words of bleffing, . 


praiſe, and ſubmiſſion. to whatſoever: was laid upon 
him, and of meekneſs and perfect obedience to all 
that attended and had the care of him, with ſuch an 
humble and contented. ſpirit, that he thought all 
well done, though ſometimes it was otherwiſe. 

3- His patience never gave way to any complaint. 
And when his keeper who was of the hoſpital of 
charity, with whom he had viſited ſo many poor and 


fick, importuned him to declare his pain, O Sif-. 


ter, ſaid he, how does the love of God wipe away 
all pain? The ſervants of God ſuffer nothing” 
Another friend aſking, if his pain was not great? 
He anſwered, No. The other replied. © He 
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thought it-was.” 4 It is true, ſaid he, that I ant 
much clogged with my difeaſe; but I feel it not, 

becauſe I do not think of it.“ | 
4+ Being urged to take ſome ſweet things, he re- 
fuſed, ſaying, ** Theſe make little for life or for 
death.“ Vet he refuſed not phyſick, but took it with 
a chearful countenance, though it was very bitter, 
and he had a great difficulty in ſwallowing. Indeed 
when one told him of another medicine which had 
done great cures, he anſwered,. . Patience is a ſo- 
vereign remedy,” intimating his unwillingneſs to 
try it. Yet when it was brought, he took it with- 
out any reluctance, 
5. His fickneſs increaſing more and more, yet he 


never called for any thing to refreſh him: and when 


they had forced clean ſheets upon his bed, and a pil- 


low, which he had before retuſed, he ſaid. Lo! 


here lies a gentleman at his eaſe.” 


6. Feeling ſome joy ariſe in him, upon the fight 


of a perſon of his acquaintance, . with whom he had 
held a fir;& correſpondence in ſpiritual things, who 


came out of the country on purpoſe to. vifit him: 


he immedia'ely repeated thrice over with great fer» 
vour, „I defie-nothing more but God.“ 

7. Reflecting on the Poor, the conſtant objects of 
his tendereſt care, he ſaid to his lady, „I recom- 
mend the Poor to you. Will not you have a great 
care of them? You will perform it better than 1. 
Fear nothing: what you give to them, will not leſſen 

the reſt,” It 
8. The greateſt part of the firſt week of his ill- 
neſs, and ſome part of the ſecond likewiſe, was ſpent 
by him in works of merey, appointing of alms, and 
giving orders for letters to be writ into ſeveral pro- 


vinces, about buſineſs of charity wherewith he ſtood. 


charged, and whereof he gave au exact account, 


9. Many perſons of quality coming to viſit him, 


he received them with much civility, but not with- 
out ſome concern, becauſe moſt of thoſe vilits drew 
on. diſcourſe of worldly. things. * 
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hither, ſaid he, to talk philoſophy; of which I have 
no nec d.“ Aud another time his exprefli bn ready 


. „A chriſtian ſhould talk little.“ 
10. A lady of great piety coming to viſit him ſaid, 
« Sir, I would with all my heart lay down my life 
to ſave yours.” He replied with a -chearful look, 
and eyes lifted up to heaven, . To die is not to be 
loſt, Our converſation and union will hereafter be 
more near and intimate.” She ſaid, But, Sir, if 
it pleaſed God to reſtore your health, and continue 
you longer with us; do not you deſire it? St. Martin 
deſired to live upon theſe terms.“ He anſwered, 
O Madam, there is no compariſon between a faint 
and a finner ! The will of God be done.” 

11. The third, day of his fickneſs he deſired his 
director might be ſent for. And being aſked, If he 


found himſelf worſe? he anſwered, No; but in 


a buſineſs of this conſequence, it is not ſafe to delay, 
for fear of- a furprizal, the judgment and memory 
being both ſo ſubject to decay. The next day he 
made his confeſſion, the day after he confeſſed again, 
and almoſt every day till his death. 

12. The paſtor, of his pariſh having adminiſtered 
to him the holy communion, and obſerving his deep 
flence, not ſpeaking one word, but only with pro- 
found humility, ' My God, my God, pardon me; 
I am a great finner ” He aſked him the reaſon why 
he ſpake ſo little, and did not apply himſelf to thoſe 
who were well-pleaſed to hear him? “It is not fit- 
ting, ſaid he, to ſpeak in the preſence of him whom TT 
have received, nor to take up any room in thoſe hearts 
which ought to be filled only with God.“ He added, 
« My ſpirit is now applied to that joy, which a 


creature ought to have, to ſee himſelf upon the point 
of being re-unitet to his firſt principle, and his Laſt 


End.“ 
13. The ſame day after dinner, one told him, 


„It was fit to uſe ſome diverfion from his ſerious 


thoughts: 
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thoughts: the phyſicians judging his diſeaſe to have 
much of melancholy in it.” To whom he replied, 
% never had any joy comparable to that I have 
felt this day.” He aſked him, For what cauſe? 
„% To think, ſaid he, that I am going to be united 
with my God.” He added earneſtly, ** I deſire to 
be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt. The Spirit and 
the bride ſay, Come; and let him that heareth ſay, 
Come. And he thatthirſteth, Let him come. Be- 
hold I come quickly. Amen : Come Lord Jeſus!” 
14. About noon, he defired his window might be 
ſet open, that he might behold the brightneſs of the 
day: which being done, he cried out, O bright 
day of eternity! How this ſun-ſhine chears me 
helping me to meditate on that day, which ſhall never 
have night!“ f | 
15. The more his ſickneſs increaſed, the more he 
ſtrove to unite himſelf to God by prayer, imitating 


his Maſter, who in the ſtrength of bis agony, pray- 


ed the more earneſtly. And when the violence of 
his diſeaſe ſo oppreſt him, that he had need bf 
preater ſtraining, to keep his mind fixed upon God, 


he cried out, 


Courage, Courage! Eternity is at hand yy 


16. Many ſuch ſpeeches he uttered with incredi- 
ble fervor, tho? he could not pronounce them diſ- 
tinctly, by reaſon of the extreme dryneſs of his 
throat, occaſioned by the fever. Till at laſt, ſtop. 


ping his ſpeech, he fixed his eyes ſtedfaſtly on hea- 


ven, for a quarter of an hour together, with a ſmil- 


ing look, and full of reverence, as if he ſaw ſome 
extraordinary Gght. After which, gathering all his 
ſtrength, he fat up in his bed, took off his cap, and 
holding it in his Land: ſaid (with words half ſtifled 


in bis throat, as well by the ardor of his ſpirit, as 


the weakneſs ot his body) _ | 


« I adore you, adore you.“ 
al. | 17, The 
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17, The curate having uſed the ſervice of the 
church, to which he attended with great devotion, 
anſwering to every prayer, aſked him, If he would 
not give a bleſſing to his children? he anſwered, 
„How ſo, good Sir, ſhall I preſume to give a bleſ- 
ſing in your preſence? 1 ſhould be happy to receive 
one from you.” - But heing urged thereto, and told 
the church allowed it, he lifted up his hands and 
eyes to heaven, ſaying, N "4.892 

May tt pleaſe God to bleſs you, and to preſerve 
you by his grace from the malrgnity of the world, 
that you may have no part therein! And above all, 
my children, may you hve in the fear and love of 
God, and yield due obedience to your-mother ?* _ 

18, On Saturday, about half an hour paſt Ten in 
the forenoon, _ being juſt recovered out, of a violent 
convulſion, looking attentively on thoſe that were 
preſent, he made figns with his hands, head, and 


eyes, with a pleaſant countenance, for an intimate 


friend to come near him. Which being done, he 
fad, | a | 

„ Sir, I hare one word to ſay to you before I die: 
(then pauling a little to recover his ſtrength, he teſ- 


fied his affection to him, but in words that could 


not diſtinctly be underſtood. * At leppeth raiſing his 

voice, and ſpeaking more en he went on) 
„The perfection of a chriſtian life, is to be united 
to God by faith. Let us not entangle ourſelves in 
novelties, Let us adore: his conduct over us, and 
continue faithful to him unto the end. Let us ad- 
here to that one God, crucified for our ſalvation. 
Let us unite all our actions, and all that is in us to 
his merits; hoping that if we continue faithful to 
him, by his grace we ſhall be partakers of the glory 
of his Father, I hope we ſhall there ſee one another 
one day, whfch' mall never have an cud.” | 
19. Some time after, fixing his eyes upon heaven 
he ſaid, 4+ The holy Jeſus, where is He?” They 
brought him his picture, which he affectionately kiſſ- 
ed, Ihen turning himſelf, he preſently entered into 
| | his 
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1 his, laſt agony; wbich held about a. quarter of an 
hour che greateſt part of which be ſpent in pro- 
nouncing the name of Jeſus ; making as Well as he 


could, acts of reſignation, and commending Nis dpitit 


to God. After which he expired ſweetly; and hie 
holy ſoul departed to its place of reſt. 


20. Thus lived and died Mr. de Renty, ont of the 

_ ©, moſt glorious lights God hath beſtowed upon his 
church in our age. He died at Paris, in the zyth 
Pear of his age, the 24th. of April 1649, about noon, 
We have great Treaſon to admire the ſecret councils 

. of God, in taking out of the world, in the flower of 
his age, a man ſo qualified to advance the honour of 
"8 . God, and the — of his neighbour. But when we 

we ay, it was the hand of God, all things are therein 

- goheluded.. Hereby he is pleaſed to let us know, 
that be hath no need of us for the adyancing bis 
glory; and that when he does uſe us as inſtruments” 
therein, we ought to behave with all humility in 
_ his preſence. He hath tranſlated him to another 
pie, where he gloriſies his Majeſty with greater 
—_— -petecion-;..and where he waits for us to glorify and 
== ove; :together with him, God the Father, the Son, 
eee Hoy Ghoſt, to all eternity! Amen! 
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